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INTRODUCTION. 


Thb deteriniaatioB of laying this little aarra- 
tivG befora the public, did not arise from any 
desire to make myeelf conspicuousj but '?^ith 
the view of exposing the cruel system of sla¬ 
very as, will here be laid befora my readers ; 
from the urgent calls of nearly all the frienfite 
to whom I had related any part of the story, 
and also from the recommendation of anti-sla¬ 
very meetings, which I have attended, through 
the suggestion of many warm friend of the 
cause of the oppressed. 

The general narrative, I am aware, may 
seem to many of my readere, and especially to 
those who have hot. been before put in po^es- 
sion of tbe actual features of this accursed sys¬ 
tem, somewhat at variance with the dictates 
of humanity. But the facts related hero do 
not come before tie reader OEsabstantiated by 
collateral evidence, nor highly coloured to the 
disadvantage of cruel task-masters. 

My readers may be pot in poesoiMion of 
facts respecting this system winch eqaad in 
cruelty my own narrative, on an authority 
which may be investigated with the greatest 
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satisfaction. Besides whicli, this little book 
will not be confined to a small circle of my 
own friends ia London, or even in England. 
The slave-holder, the colonizationist, and even 
Mr. Gooch himseif, will be able to obtain this 
document, and be at liberty to draw from it 
whatever, they are honestly able, in order to 
set me down as the tool of a party. Yea, 
even friend Brechenridge, a gentleman known 
at Glasgow, will be able to nossess this, and 
to draw tfom it all the forcible arguments on 
his own side, which in his wisdom, honesty, 
and ctmdoar, he may be able to adduce. 

The earnest wish to lay this narrative be¬ 
fore my friends as an impartial statement of 
facts, has led me to develope some part of my 
conduct, which I now deeply deplore. The 
ignorance in which the poor slaves are kept 
by their masters, preclude almost ihepossibili- 
ly of their being alive to any moral duties. 

"With these remarks, I leave the statement 
before the public. May this little volume be 
the iastromeat of opening the eyes of the ig¬ 
norant of the system—of convincing the wick¬ 
ed, cruel, and hardened slave-holder—and of 
befriending generally the cause of oppressed 
hnmaaity. 

Moses RoPBit. 

■ 'liOsnbK. 
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CHAPTEE I. 

Birtbi-iilac'’ of the Author.—^The first time he was sold 
firoBi his Mother, and passed through several other 
bands. 

i WAS bom in North Carolina, in Caswell 
County, I am not able to tell in what month 
or year. What I shall now relate, is, what 
was told me by my mother and grandmother- 
A few months before I was bom, my father 
married my mother’s yotmg mistress. As 
soon as my father’s wife heard of my birth, 
she sent one of my mother’s sisters to see 
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wlietlser I was white or black, and .. ii n?y 
aunt had seen me, she returned back as soon 
as eho could, and told her mistress that I was 
white, and resembled Mr. Roper very much. 
Mr. Roper’s wife not being pleased whh this 
report, she got a large club-stick and knife, 
and hastened to the place in v/hich my mother 
was confined. She went into my mother’s 
room with a full intention to murder me with 
her knife and club, bat as she was going to 
stick the knife into me, my grandmother 
happening to come in, caught the knife and 
saved ray life. But &s well as I can recollect 
from what my mother told me, my father sold 
her and myself, soon after her confinement. 
I cannot recollect anything that is worth no¬ 
tice till I was six or seven years of age. My 
mother being half white, and my father a 
white man, I was at that time very white. 
Soon after I was six or seven years of age, 
ray mother’s old master died, that is, my fa¬ 
ther's wife’s father. All his slaves had to be 
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divided among tlie children.* I have raea- 
tioned before of my father disposing of me, I 
am aot sure whether he exchanged me and 
my mother fcr another slave or not, but think 
it very likely he did exchange me with one of 
his wife’s brothers or sisters, because I re¬ 
member when my mother’s old master died, I 
was living with my father's wife’s brotber-in- 
law, whose name was Mr. Durham. My 
mother was drawn with the other slaves. 

The way they divide their slaves is this: 
they write the names of different slaves on a 
small piece of paper, and put it into a box, 
and let them all draw. I think that Mr. 
Durham drew my mother, and Mr. Fowler 
drew me, so we were separated a considerable 
distance, I cannot say how far. My resem¬ 
bling my father so mneh, and being whiter 


* Slaves are nsually a part of the marriage portion, 
but lest rather than given, to ba returned to the estate 
at the decease of the father, in order that they may be 
divided equally among his children. 
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tlj&Ti tliR other slaves, caused me to be 550oa 
soH to what they call a RCgi'o trader, who 
took me to the Southern States of America 
several buedred miles from my mother. Aa 
trell ss . I cau recollect, I was then about six 
y^FS old. The trader, Mr. Mitchell, after 
travelling several hundred miles, and selling a 
good many of his slaves, found he could not 
sell me very well, (as I was go much whiter 
than other slaves were) for he had been trying 
several months-Jeft me with a Mr. Sneed, 
who kept a large hoarding house, whp took 
ms to wait at table, and sell me if be could, 
i think I stayed with Mr. Sneed about a year, 
feat be could not sell me. When Mr. Mitoh' 
eU bad sold Lis slaves, be went to the north, 
and broaght up another drove, and returned 
to the south with them, and sent his sQu-in- 
law into Washington, in Georgia, after me, so 
he came and took me from Mr. Sneed, and 
met his father^'in-Iaw with me, in a town call¬ 
ed Lancaster, with his drove of slaves. We 
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stayed ia Lancaster a week, because it was 
court week, and there were a great iyjany peo™ 
pie there, and it was a good opportunity for 
selling the slaves, and there he was enabled to 
sell me to a gentleman. Dr. Jones, v/ho was 
both a Doctor and a Cotton I'laater. Ho 
took me into his shop to beat op and mix me¬ 
dicines, which was not a very hard employ¬ 
ment, bat I did not keep it long, as the Doc¬ 
tor soon seat me to his cotton plantation, that 
I might be bnmt darker by the sun. He cent 
me to be with a tailor to learn the trade, bat 
all the journeymen being rvhite men, Mr. Bry¬ 
ant, tbs tailor, did not let me work in the shop; 
I cannot say whether it was the prejudice of 
his men in not wanung me to sit in the shop 
with them, or whether Mr. Bryant wanted to 
keep roe about the bouse to do the domes¬ 
tic work, instead of teaching me the trade* 
After several months, my master came to 
know how I got on with the trade: I am not 
able to tell Mr. Bryant’s answer, but it was 
o 
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either tli^c I could cot leave, or that hie jour- 
ceymeu were uuwillicg that I ebould sit in the 
shop with them. I was only onco in tlio eliop 
all tlio time I waa there, and then only ibr m 
hour or two, before his wife called me out to 
do Boma other work. So my master took mo 
homo, and as ho was going to send a load of 
cotton to Camden, about forty miles distance, 
lio sent me with the bales of cotton to be sold 
with it, where I was soon sold to a gentleman, 
earned Alien, but Mr. Allen soon exchanged 
me for a female slave, to please Ms wife. The 
traders who bought me, were named Cooper 
and Lindsey, who took me for sale, but could 
not soil me, people objecting to ray being ra¬ 
ther white. They then took me to the city 
of Fayetteville, North Carolina, where he 
Gwopt mo for a boy, that was blacker than me, 
to Mr. Smith, who lived several miles off. 

I was with Mr. Smith nearly a year. I 
arrived at the first knowledge of my age when 
I lived with him. I was then between twelve 
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aa5 thivteeu years old, it was wlieu President 
Jackson was elected the first time, and he has 
been President eight years, so I must he near¬ 
ly twonty-cae years of age. At this time I 
was quite a small boy, and was sold to Mr. 
Hodge, a negr-o trader. Hero I began to ea¬ 
ter into bardchips. 
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CHAPTER II. 

TLo being sold to Mr. J. Goooh."~Tba cruel 

ireatmoDt bo both recoired «nd witnessed wbUe oa 
bis estate,—Repeated etteupts at running awoy.~ 
Escapes to bis mother after being absent from her 
about ten years.—Meets with his eiator, whom be hod 
never seen before, on the road, who conducted him 
to his nootbor. 

After travelling several hundred miles, Mr. 
Hodge sold me to Mr. Gooch, the Cotton 
Planter, Cashaw County, South Carolina, he 
purchased me at a town called Liberty Hill, 
about three miles from his home. As soon 
as ho got home, he immediately put me on his 
cotton plantation to work, and pul uio unuer 
overseers, gave mo an aliotvance of meat and 
bread with the other slaves, which was not 
half enough for me to live upon, and very la- 
horiouB work; here my heart was almost 
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broke with grief:' at leaviog ray fellow-elaves. 
Mr. Gooch did not sniud my grief, for he flog¬ 
ged me nearly every day, and very severely* 
Mr. Gooch booght me for his son-in-law, Mr. 
Hemmans, about five miles distance from his 
residence. This man had but two slaves be¬ 
sides myself, be treated me very kindly for a 
week or two, but in summer, when cotton was 
ready to hoe, he gave me task work, connect¬ 
ed with this department, which 1 could not 
get done, not haviug worked on cotton farms 
before. When I failed in my task he com¬ 
menced flogging me, and set me to work 
without any shirt, in tho cotton field, in a 
very hot sun, in the month of July. In 
Augost, Mr. Condell, bis overs-er, gave me a 
task at palling fodder; having finished my 
task before night, I left the field, the rain 
came on which soaked the fodder, on dis¬ 
covering this, he threatened to flog roe for 
not getting in the fodder before the rain came. 

I attempted to run nway, knowing that 1 
3 o 
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should get a flogging. I was tlien between 
thirteen end fourteen years of age, I ran away 
to the woods half naked, I was caught by a 
slave-holder, who put me in Lancaster Gaol. 
When they put slaves in gaol, they advertise 
for their masters to own them; but if the 
master does not claim his slave in six months, 
from the time of inapriaonment, tlie slave is 
sold for gaol fees. When the slave runs 
away; the master always adopts e more ri¬ 
gorous system of flogging, this was the case 
in the present instance. After this, having 
determined from my youth to gain ray free¬ 
dom, I made several attempts, was caught, 
and got a severe flogging of one hundred 
lashes, each time. Mr. Hammans was a 
very severe and cruel master, and his wife 
still worse, she used to tie me up and flog me 
while naked. 

After Mr. Hammans saw that I was deter-' 
mined to die in the woods, and not live with 
him, he tried to obtain a piece of land from 



FROM slavery. 


19 


his father-ia-law, Mr. Gooch; not having' the 
means of purchasing it, he exchanged me for 
the land. 

As soon as Mr. Gooch had possession of 
me again, kno\ving that I iv-ss averse to 
going back to him, he chainod me by the 
neck to his chaise. In this manner he took 
me to his home at Mac Daniel's Ferry, in tho 
County of Chester, a distance of fifteen miles. 
After wHch, he put me into a swamp, to cut 
trees, the heaviest work, which men of twenty- 
five or thirty years of age have to do, I being 
but sixteen. Here I was on very abort al¬ 
lowance of food, and having heavy work, was 
tooweak to fulfil my tasks. For this, I got 
many severe hoggings; and, after I had got 
niy irons off, I made another attempt at run¬ 
ning away. He took my irons off, in the full 
anticipation that ! could never get across the 
Catarba River, even when at liberty. On 
this, I procured a small Indian canoe, which 
was tied to a tree, and ultimately got across 
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the river it. I then wandered threagli the 
ivilderaeRS for peveral days without any fcod^ 
and but a drop of water to allay my thirst, till 
I became so starved, that I v/as obliged to go 
to a bouse to beg for something to eat, when 
I was captured, and again imprisoned. 

Mr. Gooch having heard of me through aa 
advertisement, sent his son after me; he tied 
me up, and took me back to his lather. Mr. 
Gooch then obtained the assistance of another 
slave-holder, and tied mo up in bis black¬ 
smith’s shop, and gave me fifty lashes with a 
cow-hide. He then put a log chain, weigh¬ 
ing twenty-five pounds, round my nock, and 
sent me into a field, into which he followed 
me with s cow-hide, btending to set his 
slaves to flog me again. Knowing this, and 
dreading to suffer again in this way, I gave 
him the slip, and got out of his sigljt, be 
having stopped to speak with the other slave¬ 
holder. 

I got to a canal on the Catarba Riv'er, on 
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the banks of which, and near to a lock, I pro*' 
cured a stone and a piece of iron, with which 
I forced the ring off my chain, and got it off, 
and then crossed the river, and walked about 
twenty miles,, when 1 fell in with a slave hold¬ 
er, named Ballad, who had married the sis¬ 
ter of Mr. Hammans. I knew that he was' 
not 80 cru ’ as Mr. Gooch, and therefore, beg¬ 
ged of hiin to buy me Mr. Ballad, who was 
one of the best planters in the neighbourhood, 
said, that he was not able to buy me, and stat¬ 
ed, that he was obliged to take me back to my 
master, on account of the heavy fine attaching 
to a man harbouring a slave. Mr. Ballad 
proceeded to take me back j as we came in- 
sight of M ' Gooch’s, all the treatment that I 
had met with there, came forcibly upon my 
mind, the powerful influence of which is beyond 
description. On my knees, vrith tears in my 
eyes, with terror in ray countenance, and fer- 
\^ncy in all my features, I implored Mr. Bal¬ 
lad to boy me, but be again refused, and I was- 



22 


ROI’EE’S ESCAPE 


taken back to my dreaded and cruel master. 
Having reached Mr. Gooch's, he proceeded to 
punish me. This be did, by first tying my 
wrists together and placing them over the 
knees, he then put a stick through, under my 
knees and over my arras, and having thus se¬ 
cured ray arms, he proceeded to flog me, and 
gave me five hundred lashes on my bare back. 
This may , appear incredible, but the marks 
which they left, at present remtun on my body, 
a stand-ing testimony to the troth of this state¬ 
ment of his severity. He then chained me. 
down in a log-pen with a forty pounds chain, 
and made me lie on the damp earth all night. 
In the morning, after bis breakfast, he came 
to me, and without giving me any breakfast, 
tied roe to a large heavy arrow, v?hich is usu¬ 
ally drawn by a horse, and made me drag it to 
the cotton field for the horse to use in the field. 
Thns, the reader will see, that it was of no 
possible use to ray master, to make me drag it 
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to the cotton hold and cot through it; hie 
cruelty went so far, as actually to make me the 
slave of his horse, and thus to degrade me. 
lie then flogged me again, and set me to >7ork 
in the com field the whole of that day, and at 
night, chained me down in the log-pen as be¬ 
fore. The next morning, ho took me to the 
cotton field, and gave me a third flogging, and 
sent mo to hoe cotton. At this time, I was 
dreadfully sore and weak with the repeated 
floggings and harsh treatment I had endured. 
He put me under a black man, with orders, 
that if I did not keep my row up in hoeing 
with this man, he was to flog me. The reader 
must recollect here, that not being used to this 
kind of work, having been a domestic slave, it 
was quite impossible for mo to keep up with 
him, and, therefore, I was repeatedly flogged 
during the day. 

Mr. Gooch had a female servant about 
eighteen years old, who also had been a do¬ 
mestic slave, and, through not being able to 
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falfd tier task, had rua away ; winch slave he 
was at this time punishing for that offence. 
On the third day, he chained me to this female 
slave, with a large chain of forty pounds* 
weight round the neck. It was most harrow^ 
ing to my feelings thus to be chained to a 
young female slave, for whom I would rather 
have suffered one hundred lashes than she 
shonld have been thus treated ; ha kept me 
chained to her during th© week, and repeatedly 
flogged us both, while thus chained together, 
and forced us to keep up with the other slaves, 
although retarded by the heavy weight of the 
log«chain. 

Hera again, words are insofEcient to describe 
the misery which possessed both body and mind 
whilst under this treatment, and which was 
most dreadfully increased by the sympathy 
which I felt for my poor, degraded fellow-suf- 

* This a chain that they used to draw logs with 
from woods, when they clear their land. 
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ferer. Oa the Friday morning, I entreated 
my master to set me free from my chains, and 
promised him to do the task which was given 
me, and more, if possible, if he would desist 
from'Hogging me. This he refused to do until 
Saturday night, when he did set me free.™ 
This must rather bo ascribed to his own interest 
ia preserving me from death, as it was very 
evident I could no longer have survived under 
such treatment. 

After this, though still deterinined in my 
own mind to escape, I stayed with him several 
months, during which, he frequently flogged 
me, but not so severely as before related.-— 
During this time, I had opportunity for reco¬ 
vering my health, and using means to heal my 
wounds. My m aster's craeity was hot confined 
to me, it was his general conduct to all his 
slaves. I might elate many instances to sub¬ 
stantiate this, but will confine myself to one or 
tv/o. Mr. Gooch, it is proper to observe, was 
a member of a Baptist Church, called Black 
D 
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3c-.{:k Meeting Houne, m Casliaw county, wl:dc!i 
churcli I attended for several j ears, but was 
never ineids. This is accounted for, by the 
fact, that thg coloured population are not per¬ 
mitted to mix with the white population. In 
the Eoman Catholic church no distinction is 
made. Mr. Gooch had a slave named Phi!, 
who was a member of a Methodist church; 
this man w'a. between seventy and eighty years 
of ago: he was go feeble that be could not ae- 
complish his tasks, for which his master used 
to chain him round the neck, and ran him 
down a steep hill j this treatment he never re- 
iinqtnshed to the time of his death. Another 
case^ was that of a slave, named Peter, who, 
for cot doing his task, he flogged nearly to 
death, and, after wards pulled out his pistol to 
shoot him, but his, (Mr. Gooch's) daughter 
snatched the pistol from his hand. Another 
mode of puniBhraent which this man adopted, 
was that of using iron horns, with bells, ate 
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lacbod to tlio back of the cdave's ceck. Tlie 
following is tlie iustninient of torture ; 



A WOMAN WITH IRON HORNS AND BELLS 
ON, TO KEEP HER FROM RUNNING AWAY. 

This instrnmeat he used to prevent tho ne¬ 
groes running away, being a very ponderous 
rnaciiine, several feet in height, and the cross 
pieces being two feet four, and six feet in 
length. This custom is generally adopted 
among tho slave holders in South Carolina, 
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and some other slave States. One luoraiog, 
about an hour before day break, I was going 
on an errand for ray master; having proceed¬ 
ed about a quarter of a mile, I came up to a 
man named King, (Mr. Samlin’s overseer,) 
who had caught a young girl that had run 
away with the above machine on her. She 
had proceeded four miles from her station, 
with the intention of getting into the hands of 
a more hiVii.ane master. She came up with 
this overseer nearly dead, end could get no 
fartherhe immediately secured her, and took 
her back to her roaster, a Mr. Jch".aon. 

Ha\ung been iu the habit of g^ing over 
many slave States with my master, I jba'i good 
opportunities of witnessing the harsh treat¬ 
ment which was adopted by masters towards 
their slaves. As I have never heard or read 
anything connected with slavery, so cruel as 
what I have myself witnessed, it will be as 
well to mention a case or two. 

A large faimer, Colonel M'Quiiier, in 
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Cm>Naw coanty, Soath Carolina, was in tbe 
habit of driving nails into a hogshead, eo as tc 
leave the point of the nail just protruding in 
the inside of the cask; into this, he used to 
put his slaves for punishment, and roll^them 
down a very long and steep hill. I have 
heard from several slaves, (though I had no 
means of ascertaining the truth of the state¬ 
ment,) that in this way he had killed six or 
seven of his slaves. This plan was first adopt¬ 
ed by a Mr. Perry, who lived on the Catarba 
River, and has since been adopted by several 
planters. Another was, that of a young lad, 
who bad been hired by Mr. Bell, a member 
of a holding church, to hoe three-quarters 
of an acre of cotton per day. Having been 
brought up as a domestic slave, he was not 
able to accomplish the task assigned to him. 
On the Saturday night, he left three or four 
rows to do on the Sunday; on the same night 
it rained very hard, by which the master could 

tell that he had done some of the rows on the 
3 n 
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Siiuday; on Monday, his master took and 
tied him up to a tree in the field, and kept 
him there the whole of that day, and flogged 
him at intervals. At night, when he was ta¬ 
ken down, h© was so weak that he could not 
get home, having a mile to go. Two white 
men who were employed by Mr. Bell, pat 
him on a horse, took him home, and threw 
him down on the kitchen floor, while they 
proceeded to their supper. In a little time, 
they heard some deep groans proceeding from 
the Mtchen, they went to see him ^e, he had 
groaned his last. Thus, Mr. Bell flogged 
the poor boy, even to death; for what? for 
hrealdag the Sabbath, when he (his master) 
had set him a task, on Saturday, which it was 
not possible for him to do, and which, if he 
did not do no mercy would be extended to¬ 
wards him ! The general custom in this respect 
is, that if p man kills his own slave, no notice 
is taken of it by the civil functionaries; but if 
E man Idlls a ^lave, belonging to another 
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master, he is compelled to pay the v/orth of 
the slave. In this CEise, a Jury met, relumed 
a verdict of Wilfol Murder” against this 
man, and ordered hini to pay the value. Mr. 
Bell was unable to do this, but a Mr. Cun¬ 
ningham paid the debt, and took this Mr. 
Bell, with this recommendation for cruelty, to 
be his overseer. 

It will be observed, that most of the cases 
here cited, are those in respect to males. 
Many instances, however, in respect to fe¬ 
males, might be mentioned, but are too dis- 
gasting to appear in this narrative. The 
caKS here brought forward are not rare, hut 
the continued feature of slavery. Bttt I itiust 
now follow up the narrative, as regards my¬ 
self, in particular. I stayed with this master 
for several months, during which time we 
went on very well in general. lii August, 
1831, (this was my first acquaintance with 
any date;) I happened to hear a man mention 
this date, and, as it excited my cariosity, T 
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v.iL-,:?! wliat it they told iijo ifi waa thy 

iiiu-jbsv of the year from the birth of (JhriHfc. 
Oil this date, August, 1831, some cowa h»’oke 
iu a viih whsiv the oom is ke^->r, aud ate u 
grout doal. F or this, his elaves ware tied up, 
and received several floggiuge; but a[iyst?lf 
auci another man, hearing the groaus of those 
tvho ^vere being flogged, stayed buclt in tba 
fieltij find would not come up. Upon this, I 
tboughu to escape punisbment. On the Mon¬ 
day jnoraing, however, I heard my master 
flogging the other man who was in the field; 
he could not see me, it being a field of Indian 
com, which grows to a great height. Being 
afraid that he would catch me, and dreading 
a flogging more than many others, I dete^r- 
minsd to run for it; and, after travelling forty 
mOes, I arrived at the estate of Mr. Craw¬ 
ford, in North Carolina, Mecklinburgh coun¬ 
ty. Having formerly heard people talk about 
'he Free States, I determined upon going 
thither, aE<^, if possible, in my way to find out 
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my poor motharj wlio was in slavory, ''tn'yi’a!. 
Imndred nnles from Cliester; but tbo hopo of 
doing tbe latter* wua vary fniut* atul, oven if 
1 did* it wa8 not likely tlmt slie would know 
me, having been separated from her when be^ 
tween five and six years old. 

The first night I slept in a bara, upon Mr. 
Crawford’s estate, and, having overslept my¬ 
self, was awoke by Mr. Crawford’s overseer, 
upon %yhich I was dreadiully frightened; ha 
asked me, what I /ao doing there P I made 
no reply to him then; and ho making sura 
that he had secured a vuu-a-away slave, did 
not press me for an answer. On my way to 
his house, however, I made np the following 
story, which I told him in the presence of his 
wifeI said that I had been bound to a very 
cruel master when I was a little boy, and that 
having been treated very badly, I wanted to 
get home to see my mother. This statement 
may appear to some to he untrue, but as I 
understood the word hound, I considered it to- 
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to apply to aiy case, having been sold to him, 
aad thereby bound to st've him; though still, 
I did rather hope that he would understand it, 
that I was bound when a boy, till twenty-one 
years of age. Though I was white at that 
time, he would not believe my story, on ac¬ 
count of my hair being curly and woolly, 
which led him to conclude I was possessed of 
ensla’^ed blood. The overseers wife, how¬ 
ever, who seemed much interested in me, said 
she did not think I was of the African origin, 
and that she had seen white men still darker 
than me; her persuasion prevailed; and af¬ 
ter the overseer had given me as much hutter- 
inilk as I coaid drink, and something to eat, 
which was very acceptable, hatdag had no¬ 
thing for two days, I set off for Charlotte, in 
North Carolina, the largest town in the coun¬ 
ty. I went on very quickly the whole of that 
day, fearful of being pursued. The trees were 
vary thick on each side of the road, and only 
a few houses, at the distance of two or three 
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Kiiles apart; as I proceeded, I turned round 
in all directions to see if I v/as pursued, and if 
I caught a glimpse of any one coming along the 
road, I immediately rushed into the thickest 
part of the wood, to elude the grasp of what, 
I was afraid, might he my master. I went 
on in this way the whole day; at night, I 
came up with two waggons, they had been to 
market; the regular road wagrgoas do not ge» 
nerally put up at inns, but encamp in the 
roads and fields. When I came to them, I 
told them the same story I had told Mr. 
Crawford’s overseer, with the assurance that 
the statement ivould meet the same success. 
After they had heard me, they gave me some- 
thing to eat, and also a lodging in the camp 
with them. 

J. then went on with them about five miles, 
and.they agreed to take me with them as far 
as they v/ent, if I would assist them. This I 
promised to do. In the morning, however, I 
was much frightened by one of the men put- 
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ting- seveixil questions to me-—we were tlieii 
about tlirea juiles from Charlotte. When 
vvithin a mile of that town, we stopped at a 
brook to water the horses; while stopping 
there I saw the men whispering, and fancying 
I overheard tliein say they would put me in 
Charlotte gaol when they got there, I made, 
my escape into the woods, pretending to be 
looking after somethirig till I got out of their 
eight. I then ran on as fast I could, but did 
not go through the town of Charlotte, as had 
been my intention, being a large town, I was 
fearful it might prove fatal to ray escape. 
Here I was at a loss bow to get on, as bouses 
were not very distant from each other for 
nearly t^vo hundred miles. 

While thinking what I should do, I observed 
some waggons before me, which I determined 
to keep behind, and never go nearer to them 
than a quarter of a mile—in this way I tra* 
veiled till 1 got to Salisbury. If I happened 
o meet any person on the roadj, I was afraid 
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they would take me up, I asked them how far 
the waggons had gone on before rue ? to make 
them suppose 1 belonged to the waggon.s. At 
night, I slept on the ground, in the woods, 
some little distance from the waggons, but rot 
near enough, to be seen by the rnon belonging 
to them. All this time, I had but little food, 
principally fruit, which I found on the road. 
On Thursday night, I got into Salisbury, 
having left Chester on the Monday morning 
preceding. After this, being afraid my master 
was in pursuit of me, I left the usual line of 
road, and took another direction, through 
Huntsville and Salem, principally through 
fields and woods ; oii my way to Caswell 
Court-House, a distance of nearly two hundred 
miles from Salisbury, I was stopped by a 
white man, to whom I told my old story, and 
again succeeded in my escape. I also cams 


* The distance from Salisbury to Caswell Court-house 
is nt. :io far, but I had to go a round about way. 

K 
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up Tvitli a pmrJI cart, drlve-a by a poor wan, 
who had bean aioviug into cowe of the western 
temtoHeo^ and was going b.ack to Virginia, to 
move oonic more of Lis luggage. On this, I 
told him I vre? going ths same way to Hilton, 
tiiirtcea miles from Cacw-cll Court-House, bo 
took me up in his cart, and went to tho Red 
Houeo, two miles from Milton, the place where 
Mr. Mitchell took me from, when six yea.fs 
old, to go to the Soiuthern States. This was 
a very proHdeatiai circumstance, for it hap¬ 
pened, that at the time I had to pass through 
Caswell Court-House, a fair or election \7as 
going on, vdiich caused the placo to be much 
crowded with people, and rendered it more 
dangerous for me to pass through. 

At the Red House I left the cart, and wan¬ 
dered about a long time, not Icnowing which 
way to go and find my mother. After some 
time, I took the road leading over Ikeo Creek. 
I shortly cams up VAtb a little girl, about six 
years old, and asked her where she w'as going, 
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eIic; Kaid, to her moAcr'cij pointing to a iiouce 
on a Ihll/half a mile oil. She bad beCii at the 
overseer's bouse, and was remrniug to her 
mother. I then felt somo omodons arising iu 
my breast, v/bicb I cannot describe, but mil be 
fully explained in the sequel. I told her I was 
very thirsty, and would go with her to get 
Bometliing to drink. Ou our way, I asked her 
several qasGtions, such as her name, that of her 
mother, she said hers was Maria, and that her 
mother’s Nancy. I inquired, if her mother 
had any more children ? she said, five besides 
herself, and that they had been told, that one 
had been sold when a little boy. I then asked 
the name of this child ? she said it was Moses. 
These answers as we approached the house, 
led ni8 nearer and nearer to the finding out the 
object of my pursuit, and of recognising in- the 
little girl; the person of my own sister. 
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CHAPTER IIL 

An account of tbe Autboi’s lucetinfj with his mother, 
who did not know him, but was with her a very short 
time before he was tckeu by armed men, and impri¬ 
soned for thirty-one days, and then taken back to his 
saaster. 

At last I got to r^y mother’s house !! my mo¬ 
ther was at home, I asked her if she knew me ? 
she said, no. Her master was having a house 
built close by, and as the men were digging a 
well, she supposed that I tvas one of the dig¬ 
gers. I told her, I knew her very well, and 
thought that if she looked at me a little, she 
tvould know me, but this had no effect. I then 
asked her if she had any sons ? she said, yes : 
hut none so large as me. I then waited a few 
minutes, and narrated some circumstances to 
her, attending my being sold into slavery, and 
how she grieved at my loss. Here the mother’s 
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feelings on that dire occasion, and which, a 
mother only can know, rushed to her mind: 
she saw her own son before her, for whom she 
had so often wept; and, in an Instant, we vreve 
clasped in each other's arms, amidst the ardent 
interchange of caresses and tears of joy. Ten 
years had elapsed since I had seen my dear 
mother. My own feelings, and the circum¬ 
stances attending my coming home, have been 
often brought to mind since, on a perusal of 
the 42ad, 43rd, 44th, and 45th chapters of 
Genesis. What could picture my feelings so 
well, as I once more beheld the mother who 
had brought me into the world, and had 
nourished me, not with the anticipation of 
my being torn from her maternal care, when 
only six years old, to become the prey of a 
mercenary and blood-stained slave holder: I 
say, what picture so vivid in description of this 
part of my tale, as the 7th and 8th ’•-'rses of 
the 42nd chapter of Genesis. And Joseph 
saw his brethren, and he knew them, but made 
3 E 
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himcslf strange unto them. And Joseph knew 
his brethren, but they kiiev/ not. him.” After 
the jSrst emotion of the mother, on recognising 
her first-bom, had somewhat subsided, could 
the reader not fancy the little one, my sister, 
as she told her simple tale of meeting with me 
to her mother, how she would say, while the 
parent listened with intense interest; ‘^The 
man asked me straitly of our state and our 
kindred, saying, is your father yet alive, and 
have ye another brother." Or, when at last, I 
could no longer refrain from making myself 
known, I say, I was ready to burst into a 
frenzy of joy. How applicable the 1st, 2nd, 
and 3rd verses of the 45tb chapter, Then 
Joseph could not refrain himself before ail them 
that stood by him, and he wept aloud, and said 
unto his brethren, I am Joseph, doth roy father 
still live.” Then when the mother knew her 
son, when the brothers and sisters owned their 
brother; be kissed rll his brethren and wept 
over them, and after that his brethren talked 
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with him,” '15th verso. At night, my mother’s 
husband, a blacksmith, belonging to Mr. Jef« 
feraon at the Red House, came home, he was 
surprised to see me with the family, not know¬ 
ing who i was. He had bean married to my 
mother, when i tvas a babe, and bad alv;ays 
been very fond of me After the same tale 
had been told him, and the same emotions filled 
his soul, he again kissed the object of his early 
affection. The next morning I wanted to go 
on my Journey, in order to make sure of my 
escape to the Free States. But, as might he 
expected, my mother, father, brothers, and 
sisters, could ill part with their long lost one; 
and persuaded me to go into the xvoods in the 
day time, and at night come home and sleep 
there. This I did for about a week; on the 
next Sunday night, I laid me down to sleep 
between my two brothers, on a pallet, which 
my mother had prepared for me; about tv/elve 
o’clock I was suddenly awoke, and found my 
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bed Guri'ounded by twel\'e clave holders with 
pistols iu hand, who took rne away (not alloW“ 
ing me to bid farewell to those I loved so deasv 
iy) to the Red House, where they confined me 
in a room the rest of the night, and in the 
morning lodged me in the gaol of Caswell 
Court-House. 

What rvas the scene at home, what^sorrow 
possessed their hearts, I am unable to describe, 
as I never after saw any of them more. I 
heard, however, that my mother was, coon af¬ 
ter I left, confined, and was very long before 
the recovered the effects of this disaster.^ I 
was told afterwards, that some of those men 
rvho took me were professing Christians, but, 
to me, they did not seem to live up to what 
they professed; they did not seem, by their 
practice, at least, to recognise that God as 
as their God, who hath said, “ thou shalt not 

* My mother had seven children living when I last 
saw her, and the above one was bom soon after I left, 
made the eigtth, and they are now all in slavery ex¬ 
cept myself. 
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deliver unto liis master, the servant which is 
escaped from his master unto thee, ho shall 
dwell with thee, even among you, in that 
place which he shall choose, in one of thy 
gates, where it liketh him best; thou shalt 
not oppress him.-—Deut. xxiii. 15, If). 

i was confined here in a dungeon under 
ground, the grating of which looked to the 
door of the gaoler’s house. His wife had a 
great antipathy to me. She was Mr. Roper’s 
wife’s cousin. My grandmother used to come 
to me nearly every day, and bring me some¬ 
thing to eat, besides the regular gaol allow¬ 
ance, by which, my sufferings were somewhat 
decreased. Whenever, the gaoler went out, 
which he often did, his wife used to come to 
my dungeon, and shut the wooden door over 
the grating, by which I was nearly suffo¬ 
cated, the place being very damp and noisome. 
My master did not hear of my being in gaol 
for thirty-one days after I had been placed 
there. He immediately sent his son, and 
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MV. Andei'tion, after mo. Thoy 
..■•■iraa In n liorco and diaiss, took me from the 
: >iol to a bkckcmitliV shop, and got an iron 
>. liar fitted round rny neck, with u heavy 
oVu-3 attached, thca tied my hands, and 
festaned the other end of the chain on a horse, 
and put me on its back. Just before we started, 
ray grandmother came to hid me farewell: 
I gave liL'i' my hand as well as I cotild, and 
she having given me two or three presents, 
we parted. I had felt enough, far too much, 
for the weal: state I was in; bafc how shall I 
describe my feelings, upon parting ivith the 
hsi relative that I ever saw. The reader 
must judge by what would be his own feel¬ 
ings, mdor similar circnrastaaces. We then 
vfcnt on for fifty miles ; I was very weak and 
could hardly sit on the horse. Having been 
in prison so long, I had lost the southern 
tan ; and as the people could not see my hair, 
having my hat on, they thought I was a 
white Bian—a crirainal—and asked me what 
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crime I liad committed. We arrived late at 
night, at the house of Mr. Britton. I shall 
never forget the journey that night. The 
thunder was one continued roar, and the 
lightning blazing all around. I expected 
every minute that my iron collar would 
attract it, and I should be knocked off the 
horse, and dragged along the ‘ground. This 
gentleman, a year or two before had Hfaerated 
his slaves, and sent them into Ohio, having 
joined the society of Friends, which society 
does not allow the holding of slaves. I was, 
therefore, treated very well there, and they 
gave me a hearty supper, which did me much 
good in my weak state. 

They secured me in the night, by locking 
me to the post of the bed on which they slept. 
The next morning, we went on to SalifFury. 
At that place we stopped to water the horses; 
they chained me to a tree in the yard, by the 
side of tbeir chmse. On ray horse they put 
the saddle bags which contained the provi- 
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sious. As I was in the yard, a black mau 
came and pskccl me what I had been doing, I 
told him that I bad run away from my master, 
after which ho told mo several tales about the 
slaves, and among them be mentioned the 
case of a Quaker, who was then in prison, 
waiting to be bung, for giving a free passage 
to a slave. I bad been considering all the 
way, bow I could escape from my horse, and 
once had an idea of cutting his head off, but 
thought it too cruel; and at last thought of 
trying to get a rasp and cut the chain by 
which I was fastened to the horse. As they 
often let me get on a quarter of a mile before 
them, 1 thought I should have a good op¬ 
portunity of doing this without being seen. 
The black man procured me a rasp, and I 
put it into the saddle bags which contained 
the provisions. We then went on our journey, 
and one of the sons asked me if I wanted any 
thing to eat; I answered no, though very 
hungry at the time, as I was afraid of their 
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going tc the bags and discovering the rasp. 
However, they bad not bad their omi meal 
at the inn as I had supposed, and went to 
the bags to supply tbeiueolves, where they 
found the rasp. Upon this, they fastened my 
horse beside the horse in their chaise, and 
kept a stricter watch over me. ISothing 
remarkable occurred till we got within eight 
miles of Mr. Gooch’s, where we stopped a 
short time; and, taking advantage of their 
absence, I broke a switch from some boughs 
above my bead, lashed my horse, and set off 
at full speed. I had got about a quarter of a 
mile before they could get their horse loose 
from their chaise; one then rode the horse, 
and the other ran as fast as he could after me. 
■When I caught sight, of them, I turned off 
the main road into the woods, hoping to 
escape their sight, their horse, however, being 
much swifter than mine, they soon got within 
a short distance of me. I thfin came to a 
fail fence, which I found it very difficult to 
F 
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get Qvei', but; Lroaking several rails array, I 
cfieeted my object. They then called upon 
ras to stop more than three times, and I not 
doing so they fired after me, but the pistol 
only snapped. 



M’-a awdesson attempting to shoot the 

J.UTHOR, AFTER TELLING HIM TO STOP 
THREE TIMES, ACCORDING TO THE LAW. 

This is according to law; after three calls 
they may shoot a run-away slave. Soon after 
the one on the horse came up with me, and 
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catching hold of the bridle of my horse, push- 
ed the pistol to my tide, the other soou came 
op, and breaking oft' several stout branches 
from the trees, they gave me about one hun¬ 
dred blows. This they did very near to a 
planter’s house, the gentleman w’as not at 
Lome, but his wife came out and begged them 
not to MU me. so near the house ; they took 
no notice of this, but kept on beating me. ^ 
They then fastened me to the .axle tree of 
their chaise, one of them got, into the chaisej 
the other took my horse, and. they ran mo all 
the eight miles as fast as they could; the one 
on my horse going behind to guard me. 
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CHAPTER IV. 

The Author is Flogged and Punished in various ways, 
but still perseveres in bia attoupts to Escape, till he 
was sold to Mr. Wilson. 

In this way we came to my old master, Mr. 
Gooch. The first person I saw was himself; 
he uuchaiiied me from the chaise, and at first 
seemed to treat mo very gently, asking me 
where I had been, &c. The first thing the 
sons did wos to show the rasp which I had 
got to cut ray chain. My master gave me a 
hearty dinner, the best he ever did give me, 
but it was to keep me from dying before he 
had given me all the flogging he intended. 
After dinner he took me to a log-house, strip¬ 
ped me quite naked, fastened a' rail up very 
high, tied my hands to the rail, fastened my 
feet together, put a rail between my feet, and 
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[Stood on one end of it to hold me down; the 
two sons then gave mo fifty lashes each, the 
son- in-law another fifty, and Mr. Gooch him¬ 
self fifty more. 



Mb. GOOCH STRIPPING THE AUTHOR TO 
FLOG HIM. HIS TWO SONS AND SON-IN- 
LAW PRESENT. THEY AT THIS TIME 
GIVE HIM FIFTY LASHES EACH. 
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Wliile doiag this his xvife came out;, und 
begged him not to kill me, the first act of 
sympathy I ever noticed in her. When i 
called for water, they brought a pail-full and 
threw it over luy back, ploughed up by the 
the lashes. After this, they took me to the 
blacksmith's shop, got two large bars of iron, 
which they bent roirad my feet, each bar 
weighing twenty pozmds, and put a heavy log- 
chain on my neck. This was on Saturday. On 
the Monday, he chained me to the same fe¬ 
male slave as before. As he had to go out 
that day, he did not give me the punishment 
which he intended to give me every day, but 
at night when he came home, he made ns ' 
walk round his estate, and by all the houses 
of the slaves, for them to taunt us; when we 
camo home, he told us, we must be up very 
early in the morning, and go to the field be¬ 
fore; the other slaves. We were up at day¬ 
break, but we could not get on fast, on ac¬ 
count of the heavy irons on my feet. It may 
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be necessary to state here, that these irons 
were first made red hot and bent in a circle, 
so as just to allow of my fee i going througli; 
it having been cooled, and my leg with the 
iron on lifted up to an anvil, it was made se¬ 
cure roimd my ancles. When I walked with 
these irons on, I used to hold them up with 
my hands by means of a cord. We walked 
about a mile in two hours, but knowing the 
punishment he ivas going to inflict on us, we 
made up our minds to escape into the woods, 
end secrete ourselves. This we did, and he 
not being able to find us, which they could 
not do ; and about twelve o’clock, when we 
thought they would give up looking for us at 
that time, we went on, and came to the banks 
of the Catarha. Here I got a stone, and 
opened the ring of the chain on lier neck, and 
got it off; and as the chain round my neck 
was only passed through a ring, as soon as I 
got her’s off, I slipped the chain through my 
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ring, and got it off my own neck." We then 
Vi^ent on by the banks of the river for 605 -o dis¬ 
tance, and found a little canoe about two feet 
•wide. I managed to get in, although the 
irons on my feet made it very dangerous, for 
if I bad upset the canoe, I could not swim. 
The female got in alter me, and gave me the 
paddles, by w'hich we got some distance down 
the river. The current being very strong, it 
drove us against a small island; we paddled 
round the island to the other side, and then 
made towards the opposite bank. Here again 
we were stopped by iho current, and made up 
to a large rock in the river, between the is¬ 
land and the oppoeits shore. As the weather 
was very rough, w^e landed on die rock and 
secured the canoe, as it was not possible to 
get back to the island. It was a very dark 
; night, and rained tremendously; and, as the 

* It may be well to state here, that the ring 
which fastened the log chnia together around tho fe¬ 
male's neolr, was an open iron ring, similar to those 
used at the end of watch chains. 
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vrster wm vising raplclly tl>e top of 

the rcckj we gave all up for lost, ^ncl eorcc» 
times hopeil, and Eometimes {sared to liopOj 
tkat we sliould never spo the morning. But 
Providence was moving in our favour; the 
rain ceased, the water reached the edge of the 
rock, then receded, and we were out of danger 
from this cause. Wo remained all night upon 
the rock, and in tha morning reached the op¬ 
posite shore, and then made our way through 
the woods till we came to a field of Indian 
com, where we plucked some of the green 
eats aud eat them, having had nothing for 
two days and aights. We came to the estate 
of —-1-, where we met with a coloured 

man who knew me, and having run away him¬ 
self from r. bad master, he gave us some food, 
and told us we might sleep in the barn that 
night. Being very fatigued, we overslept 
ourselvas; the proprietor came to the barn, 
but as I was in one corner under some 
Indian core tops, and she in another, he did 
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ilot perceive iis, and we did net leave tlie bara 
beFore night, (Wednesday.) We thm v/ent 
out, got somstbiiig to eat, and strayed about 
the estate till Sunday. On that day, I met 
with, some men, one of vfhom bad had iroiis 
on the same as me ; he told me that bis mas¬ 
ter tvas going out to see his friends, and that 
be would try and get my feet loose ; for this 
purpose I parted with this female, feaviug, that 
if she were caught with me, she vrould be 
forced to tell who took my irons off. The 
man tried some time without effect, he then 
gave me a file and I tried myself, but was 
disappointed on account of their thickness. 

On the Monday, I went on towards Larr- 
easter, and got within three miles of it that 
night; and went towards the plantation of 
Mr. Crockett, as I knew some of his slaves, 
and hoped to get some food given me. When 
I got there, however, the dogs smelt me cut 
and barked; upon which, Mr. Crockett came 
out, followed me with bis riSe, and came up 
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up with me. He put me on a horse's buck, 
^vllich put me to extreme pain, from the great 
t'/eight hanging from my feet. We reached 
Lancaster gaol that night, and he lodged me 
there. I was placed in the next dungeon to a 
man who was going to be hung. I shall never 
forget his cries and groans, as he prayed all 
night for the mercy of God. Mr. Gooch did 
not hear of me for several weeks; %vhen he 
did, he sent his son-in-law, Mr. Anderson, af 
ter me. Mr. Gooch himself came within a 
mile of Lancaster, and w’aited until Mr, *a- 
derson brought me. At this time I hr i but 
one of the irons on my feet, liavinf: got so 
thin round my ancles that 1 had sl’pped one 
off while in gaol. His son-in-l,', / tied my 
hands, and made me walk along ill we came 
to Mr, Gooch. As soon as -.re arrived at 
M’Daniel’s Ford, two miles rhove the Ferry, 
on the Catarba river, they made me wade 
across, themselves going on horseback. The 
water was very deep; and having irons on one 
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and roaad. my neck, I coaid not keep a foot" 
iug. They dragged me nlong by my chain 
oil the top of the water. It was as mack as 
they could do to hold me by the chain, the 
currer-t being very strong. They then took 
me home, dogged me, put extra irons oa rny 
neck and feet, and put me under the driver# 
with more work than ever I had before. Ho 
did not flog me eo severely as before, but con- 
tinueii it every day. Among the instruments 
of torture employed, I here describe one 
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This is a machine used for packing and 
pressing cotton. By it he hung me up by the 
hands at letter a, a horse, and at times, a man 
moving round the screv? e, and carrying it up 
and douT3, and pressing the block c into the 
box d, into which the coitou is put. At this 
time he hung me up for a quarter of an hour. 
I was carried up ten feet from the ground, 
when Mr. Gooch asked me if I was tired P 
He then let me rest for five minutes, then car«> 
tied me round again, after which, he let me 
down and put me in the hox d, and shut me 
down in it for about ten minutes. After this 
torture, I stayed with him several months, and 
did my work very well. It was about the be- 
ginmag of 1832, when he took off my irons, 
and being in dread, of him, he having threat¬ 
ened me with more punishment, I attempted 
agma to escape from him. At this time I got 

made ^rith wood, & large tree cat down, and carved in 
the shape af a screw. 
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into Morth Carolina: baf- a reward having 
been offered for me, a Mr. Rotlur;on caught 
me, and chained me to a chair, upon which 
he sat up with me all night, and next day pro ¬ 
ceeded home with me. This was Saturday. 
Mr. Gooch had gone to church, several miles 
from his house. When he came back, the 
first thing he did was to pour some tar ,upon 
my head, then rubbed it all over my face, took 
a torch with pitch on, t^nd set it on fire; he 
put it out before it did me very great injury, 
but the pain which I endured was most excru- 
ciatiug, nearly all my hair having been buiat. 
off. On Monday» he put irons on me again, 
weighing fiearly' fifty pounds. He threatened 
me again on the,' Sunday with another flog* 
gingj and on the Monday morning, before 
day “break, I got away again, with my irons 
on, and was about three hours, going a dis¬ 
tance of two miles.* I had gone a good dis- 


» It must be recollected, that when a jiimOu is irs 
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taiice, wliea I met with a coloaved man, who 
got some wedges, and took my irons off. 
However, I was caught again, and j^at Itito 
prison in Charlotte, where Mr. Gooch came, 
aad took me back to Chester. He asked me 
how I got my irons off? They having been 
got off by a slave, I would not i aswer bis 
question, for fear of getting the man punished. 
Upon this, he put the fingers of my hands 
into a vice, and squeezed all my nails off. He 
then bad my feet put on an anvil, and ordered 
a man to beat my toes, till he smached some 
of my nails off. The marks of this treatment 
still remain upon me, some of my nails never 
having grown perfect since. He inflicted this 
punishment, in order to get out of me how I 
gut my irons off, but never succeeded. After 


miles from a bouse, iu thsc part of the country, that ho 
oaa hide himsslf in the woods for weeks, and I knew a 
elate who was bid lor six njonths without diB5overy,tho 
trees being so thick. 
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this, he havdly knew what to do with me ; 
the whole stock of his cruelties seemed to he 
exhausted. He chained me down in the log- 
hoaae. Soon after this, he sent a female slave 
to see if I was safe. Mr. Gooch had not 
secured me as he thought; but had only run 
my chain through the ring, without locking it. 
This I observed; and while the slave was 
coromg, I was employed in loosening the 
chain with the hand that was not wounded. 
As soon as I observed her coming, I drew 
the chain up tight, and she observing that I 
seemed fast, went away and told her master, 
who was in the field ordering the slaves. 
When she was gone, I drew the chain through 
the ring, escaped under the flooring of the 
log house, and went on under it, tUl I came 
out at the other side, and ran on; hut, hemg 
sore and weak, I had not got a naile before I 
was caught, and again carried back. He tied 
me up to a tree in the woods at night, and 

made his slaves flog me. I cannot say how 
G 3 
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laauy laslies I received; but it tlio worst 
SoggiQg I evor badj and the last wbicb Mi'e 
Gooch ever gave me. 

There are several circumstances which oc» 
curred on this estate while I wdb there, rela¬ 
tive to other slaves, v.'hich it may be interest¬ 
ing to mention. Hardly a day ever passed 
without some one being flogged. To 'one of 
his female slaves be had given a dose of cas¬ 
tor oil and salts together, as much as she 
could take;'* he then gofa box, about six feet 
by two and a half, and one and a half feet 
deep; he put this slave under the box, and 
made the men fetch as many logs as they 
ccold get, and put them on the top of it; un¬ 
der this she w'as made to stay all night. I 
believe, that if he had given this slave one, ho 
had given her three thousand lashes. Mr. 
Gooch was a memher of a Baptist church. 
His slaves thinking him a very bad sample 


* The female whom Mr. Gooch chained me to. 
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of wbafc a professing Christian ought to he, 
would not join the connexion he belonged to, 
thinking they must be a very bad set of peo¬ 
ple : there were many of them members of tho 
Methodist Church.* On Sunday, tho slaves 
can only go to church at the will of their 
master, when he gives them a pass for tho 
time they are to be out. If they are found hy 
the patrole after the time to which their pass 
extend?, they are severely flogged. 

On Sunday nights a slave, named Allen, 
used to come to Mr. Gooch’s estate for the 
purpose of exhorting and praying with his 
brother slaves, by whose instrumentality many 
of them bad been converted. One evening, 
Mr. Gooch caught them all in a room, turned 


* In fact, in some of the States nearly all of the 
slaves are Methodists 5 and when in the field at worls, 
they may be often heard singing these words, “ I am 
happy, I am happy, Lord pity poor me.—Me never 
know what happiness was, until I joined de Methodists. 
I am happy, Lord pity poor me.” 
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AHsa out, and threatened his slaves with one 
hundred lashes each, if they ever brought him 
there again. At one time Mr. Gooch was 
ill and confined to his room; if any of the 
slaves had done anything which he thought 
deserved a flogging, be would have them 
brought into his bed-room and flogged before 
his eyes. 

With respect to food, he used to allow ua 
one peck of Indian meal per week, which, 
after being sifted and the bran taken from 
it, would not be much more than half a peck. 
Meat we did not get for sometimes several 
\veeks together; hower^er, ho was proverbial 
for giving hia slaves mors food than any other 
slave-holder. I stayed with Mr. Gooch a 
year and a half; during that time the scenes 
of cruelty I witnessed and experienced, are 
not at all fitted for these pages. There is 
much.. to excite disgust in what has been nar¬ 
rated, but hundreds of other cases might be 
mentioned. 
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CHAPTER V. 

I was not long with Mr. 'Wilson, who was & Negro tra¬ 
der, before ho escbaageil mo to Mr, Howland, who 
WPS also a trader, for another slave, and after being 
with him obont a year, was sold to Mr. Groodly, who 
exchanged me again to Mr. Louis. 

A PTER tHs, Mr. Gooch seeing that I was de¬ 
termined to get away from him, chained me, 
and sent me with another female slave, whom 
he had treated very cruelly, to Mr. Button, 
son of the before mentioned, a slave-dealer. We 
were to have gone to Georgia to be sold, but 
a bargain was struck before we arrived there. 
Mr. Britton had put chains on me to please 
Mr. Gooch, hut having gone some little dis¬ 
tance we camo np with a white man, who 
begged Mr. Britton to unchain mo ; he then 
took off my handcnffs. We then went on to 
Union Court House, where we met a drove 
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of silaves belonging to Mr. Wilson, who ulti¬ 
mately bought ma and sent me to his drove | 
the girl was sold to a planter in the neighbour¬ 
hood as bad as Mr. Goocb.^' In court week 
the negro traders and slaves encamp a little 
way out of the town. The traders here will 
often sleep «ith the best looking female slaves 
among them, and they will often have many 
children in the year, which ave said to he 
slave holder's children, by which means, 
through his villainy, be mil make an immense 
profit of this intercourse, by selling the babe 
with its mother. They often keep an im¬ 
mense stock of slaves on hand; many of them 
will bo with the trader a year or more before 
they are sold. Mr. Marcus Rowland, the 
drover, who brought me, then returned with 
his slaves to his brother’s iiouse (Mr. John 


<■ As I um often asked “Wbat became of the. female 
i was chained to ?” The above is Uio girl, whom I 
have Bccn once since she was lest sold, and from what 
I sm of her then, I do not think ehc can be aUve now. 
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Rov/land), where he kept Ids drove on bis 
way to Virginia. Ho kept me as a kind of 
Eorvaat. I had to grease tho faces of the 
blacks every morning with sweet oil, to make 
them shine, before they are put up to sell. 
After he had been round several weeks and 
sold many slaves, be Itfc me and some more at 
his brother's house, while he went on to 
Washington, about 600 miles, to bay some 
more aves, the drove having got very small. 
We were treated very well while there, hav¬ 
ing plenty to eat and little work to do, in or¬ 
der to make us fat. I was brought up more 
as H, domestic slave, as they generally prefer 
slaves of my colour for that purpose. When 
Mr. Rowland came back, having been absent 
about five months, he found all the slaves well 
except one female, v/ho had been grieving 
very much at being parted from her pareatS;^ 
and at last died of grief. He dressed us very 
nicely and went on again. I travelled with 
him for a year, and had to look over the 
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slavej and ses that they were dressed welf, 
had plenty of food, and to oil their faces. 
During this time we stopped once at White 
Houee Church, a Baptist Association ; a pro¬ 
tracted camp meeting was holding there, on 
the plan of the revival meetings in this coun¬ 
try, We got there at the time of the meet¬ 
ing, and sold two female slaves on the Sunday 
morning, at the time the meeting broke up, to 
a gentleman who had been attending the meet¬ 
ing the whole of the week. While I was 
wtb Mr. Rowland, we were at many such 
meetings; and the members of the churches 
are by this means so well induenced towards 
their fellow creatures at these meetings for the 
worship of God, that it becomes a fruitful 
season for the drover, who carries on an im¬ 
mense traffic with the attendants at these 
places. This is common to Baptists and Me¬ 
thodists. At the end of the year, he exchang¬ 
ed me to a farmer, Mr. David Goodiey, for a 
female slave in Greenville, about foufioen 
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Sfliles from Greenville Court House. This 
gentleman was going to Missouri to settle, 
and on bis way had to pass through Ohio, a 
free State. But having learnt after he bought 
me, that I had before tried to get away to the 
free States, he was afraid to take me with 
him, and I was exchanged to a Mr. Louis. 
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CHAPTER VI. 

Travels v?itb Mr. Louis to Pendleton Indian Springs, 
from thence to Columbus, where I was sold at auc¬ 
tion to Mr. Beveridge. Travels and history with 
Beveridge. 

Mr. Marvel Louts was in the habit of tra¬ 
velling a great deal, and took me as a domes¬ 
tic slave to wait on him. Mr. Louis boarded 
at the house of a Mr. Clevelin, a rich planter 
at Greenville, South Carolina. Mr. L. was 
paying his addresses to the daughter of this 
gendeman, hut was surprised and routed in 
hb approaches, by a Colonel Dorkins, of 
Union Court House, who ultimately carried 
her off in triumph. After this, Mr. Louis 
took to drinking, to drown his recollection of 
disappointed love. 

One day he went to Pendleton Races, and I 
waited on the road for him; returning intoxi¬ 
cated he was thrown from his horse into a 
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brook, and was picked ap by a gentleman, 
and taken to an inn, and I went there to take 
care of him. Next day, he went on to Pan- 
kintovvn with Mr, Warren , H. Davis, a mem¬ 
ber of Congress; I went with him. This 
was at the time of the agitation of the UuIgs 
and Nullifying patty, which was expected to 
end in a general war. The Nullifying party 
had a grand dinner on. the occasion, after 
which, they gave their slaves all their refuse, 
for the purpose of bribing them to fight on the 
side of their party. The scene oh this occa¬ 
sion was humorous, all the slaves scramblinig 
after bare bones and crumbs, as if .they had 
had nothing for weeks. When Mr. Louis 
had got over this fit of drunkenness, we re¬ 
turned to GreenviUs; where I had' little to do 
except in the warehouse. There was preach¬ 
ing in the Court-house on the Sunday; hut 
scarcely had the sweet savour of the worship 
of God passed away, when, on Monday^ a 
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public auction v/ub helfi foa' fcbe sale oF slaves, 
cattle, fiurjar, iron, &c. by Z. IJavss, the uigb 
constable and others. 

On the£8 days I was generally very busy 
in handing out the different articles for in¬ 
spection, and v/as employad ia this way for 
several months. After which, Mr. Louis left 
his place for Pendleton; bat his health get- 
ing wor?;e, and fast approaching consamptioa, 
ho determined to travel. I went with him 
ever Georgia to the Indian Springs, and from 
there to Columbus; here he left me with 
Lawyer Kemp, a member of the State As- 
Bsmbly, to take care of his horses and carriage 
till he came back from Cuba, where he went 
for the benefit of his health. I travelled 
round with Mr. Kemp, wailing until my 
master came back. I soon after heard, that 
Mr. Louis had died at Appalachicola, and 
had been buried at Tennessee Bluffi I was 
very much attached to the neighbourhood of 
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Pendlotoii aud Greenville, and feared, from 
Mr, Louis’s death, I should not get back 
there, 

As soon as this information arrived, Mr. 
Kemp put me, the carriage and horses, a gold 
watch, rnd cigars, up to auction, on which 1 
was ; ch frightened, knowing there would be 
some very cruel masters at the sale; and fear¬ 
ing, I should again be disappointed in my at¬ 
tempt to escape from bondage, A Mr. Be¬ 
veridge, a Scotchman^ from Appalachicola, 
bought me, the horses, and cigars,* He was 
not a cruel master; he had been in America 
eighteen years, and I believe, I was the first 
slave ne ever bought. Mr. Kemp had no 

How Mr. Beveridge ever became a slave-holder, I 
cannot account for, for I believe him to be the only 
kind slave holder in America, and not only that, I have 
been in England many years, and have never met v?ith 
a kinder man than Mr. Beveridge, and have often pray¬ 
ed that God would deliver him from that one sin, a sin 
which he wss kept from eighteen years. 
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right to cell mo, which he did, before he had 
writcen to Mr. Loiiis’s brother. 

Shortly after this, Mr. Kemp, having had 
some altercation with General Woodfork, it 
ended in a duel, in which Mr. W. was killed. 
A few %veeks after, as Mr. Kemp was passing 
down a street, ho was suddenly shot dead by 
Mr. Milton, a rival lawyer. When I heard 
this, I considered it a visitation of God on 
Mr. Kemp for having sold me unjustly, as I 
did not belong to him. This was soon disco¬ 
vered by me, Mr. Louis’s brother having cal¬ 
led at Mackintosh Hotel, Columbus, to claim 
mo, hot which he could not effect. After this, 
I travelled with Mr. Beveridge, through 
Georgia, to the warm springs, and then cama 
back to Columbus, going on to Marianna, his 
summer-house, in Florida. 

Here I met with better treatment than I had' 
ever experienced before; w-e travelled on the 
whole summer ; at the fall, Air. Beveridge 
xvent to Appalacliicola on business. Mr, Be- 
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vericlge wae coutractov for the mail, from Co* 
lumbus to A ppalacbicola, and owner of three 
steam«boBts, the Versaillce, Andrew Jackson, 
and Van Uuren. He made me steward on 
board the Yersailles, the whole winter. The 
river then got so low that the boats could not 
ran. At this time, Mr. Beveridge went to 
Mount Vernon. On our way, we had to pass 
through the Indian nation. We arrived at 
Columbus, where I was takeu dangerously ill 
of e fever. After I got well, Mr, Beveridge 
returned to Marianna, through the Indian na¬ 
tion. Having gone about twelve miles, he 
was taken very ill. 

I took him oat of the carriage to a brook, and 
washed his hands and face until he got better, 
%vhen I got him into the carriage again, and 
drove ofiF till we car e to Goneral Irving's, 
where he stopped several days on account of 
his health. While there, I observed on the 
floor of the kitchen several children, one about 
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three months old, without any body to take 
care of her; I asked where her mother was, 
and was told, that Mrs. Irving had given her 
a very hard task to do at washing, in a brook, 
about a quarter of a mile distant. We heard 
after, that not being able to get it done, she 
had got Eome cords, tied them round her neck, 
climbed up a tree, swung off, and hung herself. 
Being missed, persons were sent after her, who 
observed several buzzards flying about a par*. 
dealer spot, to which they directed their steps, 
and found the poor woman nearly eaten up. 

After this, we travelled several months 
without any thing remarkable taking place. 
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Tlie Author’3 last Attempt and final Escape from Mori- 
auiia to Sav-annah, from thenes to New Y'DrS; Qua- 
rantined at Staten Island. 

In the year 1.834, Mr. Beveridge, who was 
now redding in Appakchicola, a town in West 
Florida, became a baukrnpt, when all bis pro¬ 
perty was sold, and I fell into the hands of a 
very crnel master, Mr. Register, a planter in 
the same State ; of whom, knowing his savage 
character, I always had a dread. Previously 
to his purchasing me, he had frequently taunted 
me, by saying, “ you have been a gentlemau 
long enough, aud, whatever may be the conse¬ 
quences I intend to buy you.” To which I 
remarked, that I v/ould on no account live 
with him if I could help it. Nevertheless, in¬ 
tent upon his purpose, in the month of July, 
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1834', lie bought roe; after %?hich I was .eo 
exasperated, that I cared n >t whether I lived 
or died; in fact, v/hiist I was on my passage 
h'Qm Appalachlcola, I procured a quart bottle 
of whiskey, for the purpose of so iutoxicating 
myself, that I might be able either to plunge 
aiyself into the river, or so enrage ray master 
that he should dispatch me forthwith. I was, 
how'ever, by a kind Providence, prevented from 
committing this horrid deed by an old slave on 
board, who, knowing my intention, secretly 
took the bottlo from me; after which my hands 
wero tied, and I was led into the to^vn of 
Ochesa, to a w'arehouse, where my master was 
asked by the proprietor of the place, the reason 
of his confining my hands: in answer to w'hich 
Mr. Register said, that he had purchased me. 
The proprietor, however, persuaded him to untie 
me; after which, my master being e.Kcessively 
drunk, asked for a cow-hide, intending to flog 
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%iQ-f from v/liich tlie proprietor dissuaded him, 
saying, that he had known mo for some time, 
and ho wmc cure that I did not require to be 
Hogged. From this place we proceeded about 
mid-day on our way, he placed me on the bare 
back of a half-Etarved old horse, which he had 
purchased, and upon which sharp surface- he 
kindly intended I should ride about eighty 
miles, the distance we were then from his 
home. In this unpleasant situation I could 
not help reflecting upon the prospects before 
me, not forgetting that I had heard my new 
master hud been in the habit of stealing cattle 
and other property, and among other things a 
slave woman, and that I had said, as it after¬ 
wards turned out, in the hearing of some one 
who communicated the saying to ray master, 
that I had been accustomed to live with a geu- 
tlemau and not with a rogue ; and, finding that 
he had been informed of this, I had the addi- 
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iional dread of a fer# hundred lashes for it, on 
my arrival at my destination. 

About tv/o hours after v/e started it began 
to rain very heavily, and continued to do so 
until we arrived at Marianna, about twelve at 
night, when we were to rest till morning. My 
master here questioned me as to whether I in¬ 
tended to run away or not; and, I not then 
knowing the sin of lying, at once told him that 
I would not. He then gave me his clothes to 
dry; I took them to the kitchen for that pur¬ 
pose, and he retired to bed, u.king a bag of 
clothes belonging to me with him, as a kind of 
security, I presume, for my safety. In an 
hour or two afterwards, I took his clothes to 
him dried, and found him fast asleep. I placed 
them by his side, and said that I would then 
take my own to dry too, taking care to speak 
loud enough to ascertain whether he was asleep 
or not, knovting that he had a dirk and pistol 
by his side, which he would not have hesitated 
using against me, if I bad attempted secretly 
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to have procur^id them. I was glad to fiud 
that the effects of his drinking the day before 
had caused his sleeping very soundly, and I 
immediately resolved on making my escape; 
and without loss of time started with my few 
clothes into the woods, which were in the im¬ 
mediate neighbourhood ; and, after running 
many miles, I came up to the river Chapoli, 
which is very deep, and so beset with alliga¬ 
tors, that i dared not attempt to swim across. 

I paced up and down this river, with the 
hope of finding a conveyance across, for a 
whole day, the succeeding night, and till noon 
o-i the following day, which was Saturday. 
About twelve o’clock on that day I discovered 
an Indian canoe, which had not from all ap¬ 
pearance been used for some time; this of 
course, I used to convey myself across, and 
after being obliged to go a little way dov/a the 
river, by means of a piece of wood I provi¬ 
dentially found in the boat, I landed on the 
opposite side. Here I found myseif surround- 
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ed by planters looking for me, in coneecjuenco 
of wbicli, I hid niyeelf in tho bushes until 
night, when I again travelled several miles to 
the farm ot a Mr. Robinson, a large sugar and 
cotton planter, where I rested till morning in 
a field. Afterwards I set out, working my 
way through the woods, about twenty miles 
towards the east; this I kne\v by my know¬ 
ledge of the position of the sun at its rising. 
Having reached the Chattahoochee river, 
which divides Florida from Georgia, I was 
again puzzled to know bow to cross; it was 
about three o'clock in the day, when a number 
of persons were fishing; having walked for 
some hours along the banks, I at last, after 
dark, procured a ferry-boat, which not being 
able, from the swiftness of the river, to steer 
direct across, I was carried many miles down 
the rh'er, landing on the Georgian side, from 
whence I proceeded on through the woods two 
or three miles, and came to a little farm-house 
about tw-elve o’clock at night; at a short dis- 
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tauce from the house I louud an old slave hut, 
into which I went, and informed the old man 
who appeared seventy or eighty years old, that 
1 had had a very bad :naetei’, from whom I 
runaway; and asked him, if he could give 
me something to eat, having had no suitable 
food for three or four days; he told me he 
had nothing but a piece of dry Indian bread, 
which he cheerfully gave me ; having eaten it, 
I went on a short distance from the hut, and 
laid down in the wood to rest for an hour or 
two. All the following day (Monday) I con¬ 
tinued travelling through the woods, and was 
greatly distressed for want of water to quench 
my thirst, it being a very dry country, till I 
came to Spring Creek, which is a wide, deep 
stream, and with some of which I gladly 
quenched my thirst. I then proceeded to 
cross the same, by a bridge close by, and con¬ 
tinued my way until dusk. I came to a gen¬ 
tleman's house in the woods, where I inquired 
how' far it was to the next house, taking care 
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to watch an opportunity to ask some iadivid- 
xial whom I could master, and get away from, 
if any interruption to my progress was at¬ 
tempted. I went on for some time, it being a 
very fine moonlight night, and was presently 
alarmed by the howling of a wolf near me j 
which, I concluded, was calling others to join 
him in attacldng mo, having understood that 
they always assemble in numbers for such a 
purpose; the howling increased, and I was 
still pursued, and the numbers were evidently 
increasing fast; but I was happily rescued 
from my dreadful fright, by coming to some 
cattle, which attracted, as I supposed, the 
wolves, and saved my life; for I could not 
got up the trees for safety, they being very tall 
pines, the lowest branches of which were, at 
least, forty or fifty feet from the ground, and 
the trunks very large and smooth. 

About two o'clock I came to tba house of a 
Mr. Cherry, on the borders of the Flint River, 
I went up to the house, and called them up to 



FBOai SLAVERY. 


8J> 

beg something to eat; but haying nothing 
cooked, they kindly allowed me to He down in 
the porch, where they made mo a bed. In 
conversation with this Mr. Cherry, I discover¬ 
ed that I had known him before, having been 
in a steam-boat, the Versailles, some months 
previous, which sunk very near his house, but 
which I did not at first discern to be the same. 
I then thought it would not be prudent for me 
to stop there, and, therefore, told them, I was 
in a hurry to get on, and must start very early 
again, he having no idea who I was; and I 
gave his son six cents to take me across the 
river, which he did when the sun was about 
half au hour high, and unfortunately lauded 
me where there was a man building a boat, 
who knew me very well, and my former mas¬ 
ter too,—he calling me by name, asked me 
where I was going. 

I was very much frightened at being dis-^ 
covered, but summoned op courage, and said, 
that my master had gone to Tallyhassa by the 
3 I 
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coach, aiul that there u ni, !iot room for mo, 
iuirt I Jiiui to walk round to meet him. I then 
fudsed the ni;m to jmt me in the heat road to 
get there, which, however, I knew as well aa 
III (lid, having travelled there before; he di“ 
reeled me the beat ivay; but I, of course, took 
the contrary direction, waviting to get on to 
Savannah. By this hasty and wicked decep¬ 
tion, 1 aaved myself from going to Bainhridgo 
prison, which was close by, and to which I 
shoald certainly have been taken had it been 
known that X was making my escape. 

Leaving Bainbridge, I proceeded about for¬ 
ty miles, travelling all day under a scorching 
sun, through the woods in which I saw muuy 
deer and serpents, until I reached Thomas 
Town, in the evening. I. there intjuired the 
way 10 Augusta, of a man whom I met, and 
, also asked where I could obtain lodgings, and 
v/as told there was a poor minister about a 
mile from the place who would give me lodg¬ 
ings. I accordingly went, and found them iu 
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a Iltdo loj-lionse, vdierej having rwakened 
the family, I found them all lying on the bare 
board!-;, whoro X joined them, for the romaiu-* 
dor of the night. 

Ill the nioraing the old gentleman prayed 
for me, that I might he preserved on my jour¬ 
ney ; he had previously asked mo whore ’ I 
was going, and knowing, that if I told him 
the right place, any that inquired of him for 
me would be able to find me, asked the way 
to Augusta, instead of Savannah, my -eal de,S“ 
tination. I also told him, that I Was partly 
Indian and partly white, hut I am also partly 
African, but this 1 omitted to tell him, know¬ 
ing if I did I should be apprebended. After 
I had 1' this hut, I again enquired for Au¬ 
gusta, lor the purpose of misleading my pur¬ 
suers, but I afterwards took my course through 
the woods, and came into a road, called the 
Coffee road, which General Jackson cut down 
for his troops at the time of the war, between 
the Americans and Spaniards, in Florida; in 
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Tvliioh voa-! tl'C-re are but few bouseB. raid 
wliicli I preferred for tha pm pore of avoicliug 
detection, 

After eovcrtd dnys 1 loft tills road, and took 
n mere direct way to tiavamiali, wl-ere I bad 
to wade tiirougli two rivers before I came 
to tbc- Alatarnab, r.'bicli I crossed iu a ferry- 
boat,, about a mile below tlie place where tlio 
rivers Oconee and Ocniulgee run together into 
ouo river, called the Alatamah. I here met 
with some cattle drovers, who were collecting 
cattle to drive to Savamiah. On walking on 
hefoi’e them, I began to consider in what way 
i could obtain a I'nssport for Savannah, and 
determined on the following plan:— 

i called at u cottage, and after I had talked 
oomeiimo with the wife, who began to feel 
greatly for me, in consequence of my telling 
her a li tle of ray history, (her husband being 
out bunting) I pretended to show her my 
passport, feeling for ii eve; ywhore about my 
coat and hat, and not finding it, I went beck 
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a little way, pretending to look for it, but 
came back, Baying, I wae very sorry, but I did 
aot know wliere it was. At last, t’bc man 
came home, carrying a deer upon his shoul- 
derc, which he brought into tho yard, and be¬ 
gan to dress it. The rvife then went out to 
tell him my situation, and after long persin- 
.sion, ha said he could not write, but that if I 
could tell his con what was in my passport, 
ha should write me one; knowing that I should 
not he able to pass through Savannah without 
one, and having heard several free coloured 
men read theirs, I thought I could tell the boy 
what to write. The lad sat down and wrote 
w'hat I told him, nearly filling a large sheet of 
paper for the passport, and another with re- 
commendations. These being completed, i 
was invited to partake of the fresh venison, 
wuich the woman of the house had prepared 
for dinner, and having done ao, and feeling 
g teful for their kindness, I proceeded on my 
way. Going along, I took my papers oat of 
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my pocket, and looking at them, although I 
could not read a word, I porcei 'ed that too 
boy’s writing was very iralike other ^vriting 
that I had seen, and was greatly blotted besides, 
consequently, I was afraid that tbese doer - 
ments would not answer my purpose, and be¬ 
gan to consider wbat other plan I could pur¬ 
sue to obtain another pass. 

I had now to wade through another river 
to which I came, and which I had great diP- 
Scuky in crossing, in consequence of the 
water overflowing tbo banks of several rivers 
to the extent of upwards of twenty miles. In 
the midst of the water, I passed one night 
upon a small island, and the next day I went 
through the remainder of the water. On many 
occasions, I was obliged to tvalk upon my 
toes, and consequently, found the advantage of 
being six feet two inches high, (I have grown 
three inch(?s since,) and at other times was 
obliged to swim. In the middle of this ex¬ 
tremity, I felt it would be imprudent for me 
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to return; for if my moBter was in pursuit of 
me, my safest place from birn was in the wa¬ 
ter, if I could keep my bead above the sur¬ 
face. I was, bowevor, dreadfully frightened 
at the crocodiles, and most earnestly prayed 
that I might bo kept from a watery grave, 
and resolved, that if again I landed, I would 
spend my life in the service of God. 

Having, through mercy, again started on 
my journey, I met with the drovers ; and hav¬ 
ing, whilst in the waters, taken the pass out 
of my hat, and so dipped it in the water as to 
spoil it, I showed it to the men, and asked 
them where I could get another. They told 
me, that in the neighbourhood, there lived a 
rich cotton merchant who would write me one. 
They took me to him, and gave their word, 
that they saw the passport before it was wet, 
(for I had previously showed it to them,) upon 
which, the cotton-planter wrote a free pass 
and a recommendation, to which the cow-dro- 
vers afidxed their marks. 
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Tho rcconniU'udiition was na follows 

“ Jolni Roper, a very interesting young l;id, 
vAiom I have seen and travelled with for 
eighty or cinoty miles on his road from Fio- 
rida, is a freo man, descended from Indian 
and white. I trust, he will bo allowed to pass 
on without interruption, being convinced from 
what I have seen, that he is free, and though 
dark, is not an African. I had seen his pa- 
pers before they rrero wetted." 

These cow”drovers, who procured me the 
passport and reeonimendatiou from the cotton- 
planter, could not read; and they were intox¬ 
icated when they went with me to him. I 
am part African, as well as Indian and white, 
my father, being a white man, Henry Roperj 
Esq., Caswell County, North Carolina, U. S., 
a very wealthy slave-holder, who sold me 
when quite a child, for the strong resemblance 
I bore him. My mother is part Indian, part 
African; but I dared not disclose that, or I 
should have been taken up. T then had eleven 
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mrio;: to go to Savanaali, oao of tlie greatc-ot 
Glcivc-lioldiug cities in America, aud where 
they are always looking out for run-away 
slaves. When at this city, I had travelled 
about five hundred miios.'* It required great 
courage to pass through this place. I went 
through the niaia street with apparent coofi- 
deace^ though much alarmed; did not stop at 
any house in the city, but went down imniedi* 
ately to the docks, and inquired for a berth, 
as a stev/ard to a vessel to New York. I had 
been in this capacity before on the Appalachi- 
cola River. The person whom I asked to 
procure me a berth, was steward of one of the 
New York Packets ; he knew Captain Dec- 
kay, of the schooner Fox, and got me a situ¬ 
ation on board that vessel, in Sve minutes after 
I had been at the docks. The schooner Fox 
was a very old vessel, twenty-seven years old, 

’ The distance between these two places is much 
Jess than five hundred miles; but I was obliged to tra- 
vei ronnd about, ia order to ovoid bei caught. 

K 



Isiuosi v/irli lumber cD.tdo for Ntnv Y'ork; 
ebo Ti^’an rottouj and could uofe be ineuvod" 
The callers were afraid of her ; but I ventuved 
oa board, and five Biiuutes after, we dropped 
from tli9 dock= into the river. My spirits 
then begau to revive, r.ad I thought I should 
get to a free country directly. We cast aa“ 
chor ia. the stream, to keep the sailors pn, as 
they were eo dissatisfied with the vessel, and 
lay tlisr? four days; during which time, I had 
to go Into tha citj' several times, vvhish expO“ 
eed me to great dtmger, as iny master was 
after me, and I dreaded meeting him in the 
city. 

Fearing the Fox would not sail before I 
should be seized, I deserted her, and went on 
board a brig sailing to Providence, that was 
towed out by a steam-boat,* and got thirty 


® An iron boat, the first that was ever built in Ame¬ 
rica, belonging to IXr. Leniayor, aad this was also the 
first fime she eaileiJ. 
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miles fi’om Savamialj, During tlus tirno I 
endeavoured to persaude tbe stewai'd to tako 
me aa au assistant, and liopecl to kave accorn" 
'■“''ielied ray purpose; but the captain had es- 
nmiued me attentively, and thought X was a 
slave, he therefore ordered me, when the 
stenns"boat was sent back, to go on board her 
to Savannah, as the fine for taking a slave 
from that city to any of the Free States, is- 
five hundred dollars. I reluctantly went hack 
to Savannah, among slave-holders and slaves. 
My n ,ad was in a sad state t and i was under 
strong temptation to throw myself into the- 
river, £ had deserted the schooner Fox, and 
knew that the captaiir might put ms into pri¬ 
son till the vessel was ready to sail; if this 
happened, and tny master had come to jail in 
search of me, I must have gone back to sla^ 
very. But when I reached the docks at Sa¬ 
vannah, the first pereon I met was the cap¬ 
tain of the Fox, looking for another stevyard 
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in ray place. He v^ac a very kind man, be¬ 
longing to tbe Free SUBes, and inquired if I 
would go back to iiis vessel. This usage v/as 
very different to what I expected, and I gladly 
accepted bis offer. This captain did not 
know that I xvas a slave. In about two days 
v/e sailed from Savannah for New York. 

I am (August l834) unable to express the 
joy li now felt. I never was at sea before, 
and, jffter I bad been out about an boar, was 
taken v/itb sea-sickness, which continued five 
days. I was scarcely able to stand up, and 
one of the sailors was obliged to take my 
place. The captain was very kind to me all 
this time; but even after I recovered, I was 
not Bufliciehtly well to do my duty properly, 
and could not give satisfaction to the sailors, 
who swore at me, and asked me why I ship¬ 
ped, as I was not used to the sea ? We bad 
a veiy quick passage ; and in six days, after 
leaving Sovanuab, we were in the harbour at 
Statten Island, where the vessel was quaran- 
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tiaed for two days, six miles from New York. 
The captuia went to the city, but left me 
aboard with the sailors, who had most of them 
heoa brought up in the slave holding States, 
and were very cruel men. One of the sailors 
was particularly angry with me, because , he 
had to perform the duties of my place; and 
while the captain was in the city, the sailors 
called me to the fore-hatch, where they said 
they would treat me. I went, and while I 
was talking, they threw a rope round my neck, 
and nearly choked me. The blood streamed 
from my nose profusely. They also took up 
ropes with large knots, and knocked me over 
the head. They said, I was a negro; they 
despised mo ; and I. expected they would have 
thrown me into the water. When we arrived 
at the city, these men, who had so.ili-trefited 
me, ran awsty that they might esoape the p^r,. 
ishment which would otherwise have been in-i 
flicted oa them. . ., 
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CHAPTER VKL 

AiEivcii iu New York, weat oa to Poughkecpaio, Albanp', 

Sogostcf, Vermont, Boston, Rud return to Now York. 

—Emb.irked for Ei,c,iatid. 

WiiWN I arrived in the city of New York, I 
tliougbt I was free; bat learned I was not, 
and could be taken there. I went out into 
the country several miles, and tried to get em¬ 
ployment ; but failed, as I had no recommen-' 
dation. I then returned to Nevr York; but 
finding the same difficulty there to get work, 
as in the country, I went back to tlio vessel, 
which was to sail eighty miles up the Hudson 
river, to Poughkeepsioo When I arrived, I 
obtained employment at an irni, and after I 
had been there about two days, was seized 
with the cholera, which ivas at that place.^ 
The complaint was, without doubt, brought on 
by my having subsisted on fruit only, for sev- 
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eml dayu, v/bUe I was in tbe felave States. 
The landlord of the inn came to me tvhen I 
;vas iu bed, suffering violently from cholera, 
and told mo, ho knew I had that complaint,- 
and as it had never been iu hit) house. I could 
not stop there any longer. No one would en¬ 
ter my room, except & young lady, who ap¬ 
peared very pious and amiable, and had visit¬ 
ed persons with the cholera. She immediate¬ 
ly procured me some medicine at her oww 
expense, and administered it herself; and 
whikt I was groaning with agony, the land¬ 
lord came up and ordered me out of the house- 
directly. Most of the persons in Poughkeep¬ 
sie had retired for the night, and I lay under 
a shed on some cotton hales. The medieme 
relieved me, having been given so promptly 
and next morning I went from the shed, and- 
on the banks of the river below the city.^ 
Towards evening, I felt much better, and went 
on in a steam-boat, to the city of Al^ny,- 
about eighty miles. When I reached there, I 
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wc-Qtis^ tbo cpuntsy^.and tned^foriljs’SQ o? 
four daya to procuro oraploymenfe, but failed. ; 

At tkit tims I Iintl scarcely, any nioaoy, and 
lived upon fruit;,so I raturned to Albanyj 
wbero I could got ao workj as I could not 
allow tbo recoiaraeadatiouQ I possessed, wbiob 
were only from slave iStatea; and I did not 
wish any one to Ijiiow I camQ from them. 
After a time, I \ioat up the vyestara canal, ^aa 
stQward, in one of the boats. When I had 
gone about 3§0 miles up the canal, I found I ’ 
was going too snucU towards the slave States! 
in consequence of which, I returnsd to Albany, 
and went up the northern canal, into ' one of 
tho. New England States—Vermont; ‘ ‘ The 
distaaea I had travelled, induing the S50 
miles T’had to return from the west, and the 
100 to Vermont, was 2300 sniles^ When 1 
reached Vermont, I fonud the people very'^ 
hbspitahla said kind : they seemed opposed to 
slavery,' so' 1'told them X was a rnn-awsy;' 
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slave.. I hired myssli to a firEJ la I’Siidbury.'' 
After S had besa ia Sadhary soaie.iime, tho 
EeighhouriBg fermers)'told mo, that I. had 
hired myself for much less moaey than I 
<j&ght. 1 mea6oaed ic to my employars, who 
woro very aagry about it; I was.advised to 
loava by soma of tha psopb yhund, who 
thought tho geatlemsa I was with would 
writs to my former master, iaformiug him 
whets I was, and obtain the reward fcied 
upon me. Fearing I should he taken, I im¬ 
mediately left, and went into the town of Lud- 

DufiCg ay stay ia this town, I inongit of she vow 
i laaSe iu the waier, (pap 92,) and I feecawe mom 
thoagiUfal about the salvation of my souL 1 atieadcf 
tiis Methodist Chaps!, whers a Hr. Benton preacbecl 
and there' I hsgaa to feel that I ^as a peat oinaer! 
Baring tho lausr gars of my stay here, S became more 
stnmous about salvation, and I entertained the ahsoid 
noSoa that reli^on would cciae to me ia some estrabr* 
dier-jy^way, "With tins imgression, I used to go into 
ihs wcods two hoara before day-light to pray, and ea- 
pictEd scssthiaij wauia tabs place, and I shotjld hceoQs 
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!oW| u-’aoro I a Idodfrieiitl, Mr. — 

v/i»o t-cat lao to caliooi for c-svsral wcgiio. At 
tilts tirao, I v/ao adverlic-od in tlic papsK, anti 
r/as obliged to Icavo. 1 v/eat a Uttb ■way out 
of Ladlow, to o retired placo, ond lived two 
woebs with a Mt. •—csaeon of a Baptist 
cburcb ct Ludlow: at tbio placo I coold have 
obtained oducaiion, bad it bsea eatb to bavo 
rsmaiasd.t Frosj there I weat to I^ew 


* 16 uouM »ol bo gropo? to ciontioa caj aamcs, cs a 
gsrsoa is any of Uio States in Amoricoj fouas? borboariOg 
a s!r.vo, would have to pay a boovy flno. 

•}• ''Aljilot in this aelgUbourbood, X sUendod tbo Bap’ 
tist rik-stiag, and tmet the proaobiag of tbs papol wgg 
r.!ush blessed to my soul. Ab tins was tba first timo J 
■svfia ever favoured vrjth aay edKcsUon, I was very intent 
upon learning to read Uio Bible, sad in a few weefeo I was 
able, fojns my own reediug, to repeat by heart tbo wbolo 
cf tho last chnplor of Matthew. I clao attended fto 
proje? Slid inquiry to oetiaga, where tbs nttendaata used 
to relate tUcis cspsricacs, and I wes reposted to do fhs 
Gsmo. J found theso rasetinga a groat blessing, and 
they wa*3 tho means, under God, of communicating to 
my saiad a moro clear and distinat inawiedge of tbo 
way of salvation by Jesaa Christ. 
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HampsHre, r/ljsr? I was not oafs, co v;eEt to 
Eooton, Massachasetts, \7itli tbo bogs of XC" 
taming to Ludlow, to wHeb piece I was inacli 
altncbed. At Boston, I metwitb a Mend, 
who kept a obop, and took mo io assist bim 
fu" several weeks. Hero I did not consider 
myself safe, as persons from all parts of tbd 
country woro continually coining to the shop, 
cud I feared oomo might come wbo know me. 
I now bad my bead obaved, and bought a 
wig, atid onsaged mysslf to a Mr. Perkins, 
of Brookline, tbreo miles from Boston, where 
I remained about a month. Soma of tho 
family discovered that I woro a wig, and etad 
that I was a run-away clave; bat the neigb- 
honrd all round thought I was a v/bito, to 
prove which, I have a documaat in my pos¬ 
session to call mo to militaty duty. The lay/ 
io, that no slave or coloured paisoa performa 
tins, but. every other person in America, of 
the age of twenty-one, is called npon to per- 
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foyffii dcty, ffliliury owcfl or 5a ftw y«r, 
or ]?«y # fine. 

COPY off TUB Onr,UMBN'’f. 

Mr, Moses Ropsr, 

Yoti Iwing fialy erarollexl a« a sol¬ 
dier in the Company, under tlio cOTnmand M 
Captam Benjamin Bradley, are hereby notifi¬ 
ed and ordered to appear at the Town Honse, 
ia Brookline, on Friday. 2Sth inatant, at 3 
o'olook;, p.«., for the pnpoae of fiUiisjf the 
vacancy in said Company, ocesshmed by the 
piomodon of Lient. Nathanied M. Waeki^ 
and of filing any" other vacamgr which may 
djen and there osmirm omd Company, and 
there wait fordier ordem; 

‘‘ By fflrthm of the Captaiff, 

F. P, WiasTwaimi, Clerk. 

^ Bro^iim, At^iaS, I4iA, iSSt?.*’ 


* Beinf WTf tail, I waa htoa to b« twenty one ; bet 
25? correct fer as t can tell, is stated io 15^. 
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I tliMi retampd to tbe city ot Boston^ to 
t>io «l!op wlicre I was before.* Several weeks 
after I ba<l relumed to my situation, two co¬ 
loured men infon.;'-d me, that a gentleman bad 
been inquiring for a person, whom, from 
tbc description, I knew to be mvself, and of¬ 
fered ibera a considerable sum if they would 
disclose nsy place of abode ; but they, beiv.g 
ntuch opposed to slavery, came and told me ; 
upon which information, I Bscreted mj'Bolf till 
I could get off. I went into the Green moun- 


* Thms^ tiw 6^ part of my abode in tbia city, I at¬ 
tended at the eolocred dinrcb in Belinap Street; and I 
I fwffid both profit and pleaanre in attending the 
SHsaw of dwice grace. I now aaw the wicked part I 
had wken in ani^ «p »ncb deception in making »y 
eses^ After a tssse, I fonnd alave owoet* w«e m the 
hssst of goixtg to thi* coionred chapel to lock for run¬ 
away niavea. I became alarmed, and afterwards attended 
o» preachiBg of the Ber. I>r. Sharp. I waited spon 
«he liveioT to R^[uest be wosM bapiiae roc, and adroit 
»e a SMODher of bis ebureb; and after bearing my «k- 
paseaee. be w»bed me to eal! sgain. This I did, bat 
be anas gosc s»c cotjntry, »aA f saw biro no more, 
b 



ilOPEE’S ESCAPE 


no 

tai«£j for several weeks, from tlience to tlie ext;/ 
of New York', and remained in secret several 
days, till I heard of a ship, the Napoleon, 
stilling to England, and on the 11th of 
November, 1835,1 sailed, taking my letters 
of recommendation, to the Drs. Morrison 
and Raffles, and the Rev. Alexander Fletcher. 
The time I first started from slavery, was 
in July, 1834, so that I was nearly sixteen 
.months in making my estipe. 
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CHAPTER IJ. 

The Author nnivee ut Liverpool, November 29tb, 1835. 
—MoncheBter.—London. 

On tb£ 39tli of November, 1835, I reached 
liivei’pijol; and xny feelings when I first 
touched the shores of Britain were indescriba¬ 
ble, and can only be properly understood by 
those v/ho have escaped from the cruel bondage 
of slavery. 

“ ‘Tis liberty alone, that gives the flower of fleeting life 
its lustre and perfume; 

And vre are weeds without it.” 

“ Slaves cannot breathe in England: 

If their lungs receive our sir, that moment they are free 
They touch our country, and their shackles fall.” 

Cowper. 

When I reached Liverpool, I proceeded to 
Df^ Raflies, and handed my letters of recom* 
raendation to him. He received me very 
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kindly, and introduced me to a member of his 
church, wiih whom I stayed the night.-™ 
Here 1 met with the greatest attention and 
kindness. The next day I went to Manches¬ 
ter, where I met with many kind friends; 
among others. Mr. Adshead, of that town, to 
whom I desire, through this medium, to re¬ 
turn my most sincere thanks for the many great 
services which be rendered me, adding both to 
my spiritual and temporal comfort. I would 
not, however, forget to remember here Mr* 
Leese, Mr. Giles, Mr. Crewdson, and Mr. 
Clare, the latter of whom, gave me a letter to 
Mr. Scoble, the secretary of the Anti-slavery 
Society. I remained here several days, and 
then proceeded to London, December 12th, 
1835, and immediately called on Mr. Scoble, 
to whom I delivered my letter. This gentle¬ 
man procured me a lodging. I thenlost no dme 
in delivering my letters to Dr. Morison and 
the Rev. Alexander Fletcher, who received 
me with the greatest kindness; and shortly 
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after this, Dr. Morl'-on seat my letter frora 
Novr York, witli aaotker from Iiimcclf, to tke 
Fati-wt 2'^ewspaper, in whicli' he kindly im¬ 
plored tlie sympathy of the public in my behalf 
The appeal was read by Mr. Christophereon, 
a member of Dr. hlorvisoa’s churchy of rvhich 
gentleman, I express but little of niy feelings 
and. gratitude, when I ^ay, tbat tbrongnout be 
has been towards me a parent, for whose teu- 
derncss and sympathy I desire ever to feel that 
attachment which I do not know how io ex¬ 
press. 

I stayed at his house eevera.l weeks, being 
treated as one of the family. The appeal in 
the Patriot, referred to getting a suitable 
academy for me, which the Rev. Dr. Cox re¬ 
commended at Hackney, where I remained 
half a year, going through the rudiments of an 
English edncation. At this time, I attended 
the ministry of Dr. Cox, which I enjoyed very 
much, and to which I ascribe the attainment 
of clearer views of divine grace that I had 



before. I bed attendee! here eoveral montli"-, 
tviien I expressed my wish to Dr. Cox, to 
become a member of his church. I was pro-' 
posed ; aud after stating my experience, was 
admitted, March Shst, 1836. 

Hero it is necessary that I should draw this 
narrative to a close, not that my materials are 
exhausted, but that I am unwilling to extend 
it to a size which might preclude many well- 
%n6bevs from the possessioa of it. 

But I must remark, that ray feeling of hap= 
piness at having escaped from cruel bondage, 
are not umaixed with sorrow of a very touch¬ 
ing kind. “ 7'/ie Land of ilie Freo" still 
contains the mother,*^ the brothers, and the 

® Abont five months p.go the Author wrote to Dr. 
Gallon, his mother's master, to know what anm would 
be Buffleient to purchase her freedom, and he hw te • 
esived the following painful ansver 

Alston, NoHh Canlina, 

Aug. mhi 1883. 

“ Your mother and her family were transferred from 
this place, two or three years ago, to Grunsborongh, in 
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siGter of fdoGes Roper, ncfc ciijoymg liberty, 
not the possessors of like feelings with ?'ao, 
not having even a distant glimpse of advauc- 
bg towards freeclom,, but still slaves 1 Th'^ 
is a veigbt which hangs heavy on me. As 
circumstances at present stand, the/ j i3 not 
much prospect of ever again seeing iaose dear 
ones, from whom, on the Sunday night, I was 
tom aw ay by armed slave hold .-rs, and carried 
into erne! bondage.^ j. nothing would 
contribute so much to e/ entire happinecs, if 
the Idndi}.eES of a gra '.'jus Providence should 
ever place me in f jjh favourable circum¬ 
stances, as to be ' hie to purchase their free¬ 
dom. Bat I df‘ ire to express my cadre re- 
signadon to th j will of God. Should that 
Divine Beiny who made of one flesh all the 

the State of labama, and regret to inform you that 
your mothfr is since dead.” 

The author has since ascertained that the ahova 
is untnie, and seat merely to annoy him. 

Aral, 1843. 


Sec page 44. 




no P.OPKR'S KSCAPE 

Hnclrotls of the earthy see lie that I should 
again clasp them to my breast, and see in 
tbera the reality of free men and free womenj 
bow a poor mortal, bo enabled to sing a 
etraia of praise sufficiently appropriato to such 
a boon from heaven. 

But if the all-wise disposer of all things 
should see fit to keep them still in suflering 
and bondage, it is a mercy to know that ho 
orders nil things well, that he is still the judge 
of all the earth, and that under such dispensa¬ 
tions of his providence, he is working out that 
which shall be most for the advantage of his 
v^reatures. 

Wbatover I may have experienced in Ame¬ 
rica, at the hands of cruel taskmasters, yet I 
am unwilling to speak in any but respectful 
terms of the land of my birth. It is far from 
my wish to attempt to degrade America in the 
eyes of Britons. I loye her institutions in the 
Free States, her zeal for Christ; I bear no 
enmity even to the slave-holders, but regret 
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tleir deiuiiions, many I am avt'are are deepl^c 
eensible of the fault, but some I regret to say 
are not, and I could wish to open their eyes 
to their sin; may the period come, v.rhea God 
shall wipe off this deep stain from her consti¬ 
tution, and may America soon be indeed the 
land of the free. 

In conclusion, I thank my dear friends in 
England for their affectionate attentions, and 
may God help me to show by my future wj Ik 
in life, that I am not wanting in my ackr cw'’ 
ledgments of their kindness. But abfAo cll, 
to the God of all grace, I desire hero loforc 
his people, that all the way in which, ho has 
led me has been the right way, ai:d os in his 
mercy and wisdom, he has led me to this 
country, where I am allowed to go free, may 
all my actions tend to lead me on, through 
the mercy of God in Christ, in the right way 
to a city of habitation. 



tINES* 

OK cmi OeOMlOK OV Tax XWATX to KKMUKb Of 

Mr. MOSES ROPER, 

Lkto im Atnitiotn 8I&v««*-now a Fneman of Ortat BrlUla; 


H-". sUk 1,2,8. 


Who is my Brother ?—Ask the wsve» that eome » 

From Afric’s shores to greet oor Island home; 

Who is my Brother?— Ask the vrinde that stray 
From Indian realms to chase oor clonds away; 

Who is my Brother?—Ask the suns that shins 
On aonthem seas, then turn to smile on thine; . . , 

Who is my brother ?—Ask the stars that roll 
Their m'ghtly journey round from pole to polo; 

These all shall tell thee that thdr wand’rings find 

But one vast Family in all Mankind 

Nor colour, clime, nor caste can e’er cfiDsce, 

The kindred likeness of the wide spread race— 

Nor break the chain that at the first began. 

To bind in one the Family of Man. 

Come then— awake thy sym^tbics to fesl, 

A brothel's interest in a hrotber's weal, 

God’s wisdom and his goodness both decreed. 

That from one stock all nations should proceed, 


• Um* w«« wiittsa by Mlw Tucksy, of Cork, efUr 

1 had Kddrtiiied a meeting in that city. 
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LINES WRITTEN ON THE 


That wheresoe’er He cast His creature’s lot, 

Kinduess and love might consecrate the spot. 

Behold thy Brother! on Lis form confess’d 
Thy neture’s diguity is seen imprest! 

In every look—in every gesture—Mani 
Wipe off the stamp of Manhood, ye who can. 

Beats not his breast with warm affection’s glow ? 
Breathes not his mind with thonghts’ impassion’d flow ? 
Is there a joy—a grief—man ever knew 
But in his bosom 6nds a birth place too c- 
What thongh a tyrant's hand might strive to hind 
With iron grasp the energies of mind— 

As well might chains and stripes control the wave. 

The sonl! the soul J can never be a slave. 

Brother—^by that Creative Power whose Word 
One common nature on onr race conferr’d; 

Brother—still closer—by the love that sent 
The Son of God to bear sin’c punishment; 

Brother, by Grace Divine that poured its light 
On the dark horrors of our heathen night: 

We give the hand of fellowship to thee, 

We bid thee welcome, and we hail thee free ? ' 

Thou art a slave no longer—on thy brow 
The air of freedom breathes in triumph now. 

Thine heart rejoices o’er the broken chain, 

Whose links are sever’d ne’er to meet again 
But sweater still that liberty to know, 

Which Christ the Saviour only can bestow,— 

And feel.whatt’er thy future lot may he. 

The truth ! the truth! hath made thy spirit free. 
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Through all iby touching atory glad to traea 
Tho ways of Providence, the power of Grace, 

And see thy countless trials join to prove 
The God of Glory is~the God of Love. 

Go then—still guided by his mighty hand 
Where’er His will, His wisdom may command. 

His love direct thy steps, as when of old, 

He led the shepherd of His chosen fold. 

Thy tale like his—^whose name is home by thee— 
Marked oat for death in helpless infancy; 

Like him the child cf servitude and shame. 

Born of a roce that bear tho captive name: 

Daily indebted to a tyrant’s nod 

For the free mercies of a bounteous God; 

Holding the very life Hk gave,—-at will 
Of those, who though they cannot save, can kill; 

Like him, “ when come to years,” by Grace Divine~ 
Led to embrace a Saviour’s Cross os thine: 

Like him cast from the land that gave thee birth 
And driven a wanderer on the face of earth; 

Like him in all thy wand'rings may st thon find, 

Some Jethro’s kindness soothe and cheer thy mind. 

Still be thy tale like his—to thee be given 
To bear on earth the messages of Heaven: 

To tell the Pharaohs who enslave thy race, 

That God will scatter .plagues on every place,— 

Where proud oppression dferes his wrath defy. 

And bravo bis arm, and scorn liis searching eye. 

Sound out his thunders, ’tiU the dead in sin 
Sholl hoar the voice of cousoiecce speak within. 
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iTTEN ON THE ESCAPE, &c. 


Beneve, aud v cmble at the dread decree, 

Break every ditiia,—^bid every slave be Free! 

Theu wb^a thy Brethren forth from bondage come, 
Be thine to lead them tc^^ir bettor home: 

That land of Prorais6~i^re tlieir feet shall rest, 
With Peace and Liberty for ever blest, 

And through the wilderness that lies between 
Their v/esried splriie and the joys unseen,— 

Be God to thee and them, a shade by day, 

A light fay night io mark their onward way: 

Till all the Freemen of the Lord ahall meet, > 

To cast their crowns at Jean’s sacred feet 
And own the link that shall for ever bind, 

Even as ono Soul-all nations of Mecload, 

M. B. TucKEsr. 

Cork) Feme^, Ool. 31, 1838. 



Population of the United States, Number of 
Slaves, ^ 0 . 


StAI'ES. 

Square. 

Miles, 

Total 

Population- 

Free 

Coioured 

PorsonB. 

laui uded 
in Total. 

SLAVES. 

Maine... 

31,962 

510,793 

4,356 


New Hampshire 

9,280 

284,574 

530 


Massachusets . 

7,820 

737.690 

8,534 


Conneodcut... 

4,770 

310,015 

8,121 

Si 

Ehode Island . 

1,663 

108,830 

3,249 

O 

Vermont . 

19,205 

291,948 

718 


New York.,. 

46,200 

2,428,921 

50,261 

3 

New Jersey ... 

6,900 

373,306 

20,970 

658 

Pennsylvania . 

43.960 

1,724,022 

50,671 

31 

Delaware. 

2,068 

70,085 

16,326 

2,316 

Maryland. 

10,829 

469,232 

52,000 

105,100 

Virginia . 

64,000 

1,239,797 

48,425 

447,207 

Seuth Carolina. 

80,089 

694,398 

8,279 

327,158 

Mississippi ... 

45,373 

375,651 

1,367 

195,765 

Tennessee .,. 

44,720 

829,210 

5,407 

188,168 

Florida. 

57,550 

54,207 

521 

5,384 

North Carolina. 

43,802 

753,110 

22.752 

246,186 

Georgia ..... 

68,200 

677,197 

2,353 

253,508 

Alabama. 

50,875 

569,645 

1,833 

188,186 

Louisiana. 

48,000 

351,175 

22,197 

115,292 

Kentucky. 

39,015 

777,397 

7.303 

183,040 

Ohio ..;. 

38,850 

1,519,467 

17,102 


Indiana . 

34,800 

682,314 

7,018 


Illinois. 

59,130 

474,404 

3,120 

184 

Missouri. 

60,384 

381,102 

1,433 

48,94! 

Arkansas ...... 

124,000 

95,641 


7,500 

Michigan. 

177,750 

211,705 

703 


Winconsin .... 


30,752 

178 

8 

Jowa. 


43,068 

153 

18 

District of Co-1 
Ismbia .... j 

100 

43,712 

8;361 

4,694 


|l7,602,5671386,24618,487,213 





















ABSTRACT. 


WHITES . Miles. 7.219, 

„ „ .. Females 6,939,842 

Total WTjjte Penona ... 

BLACKS .. Slaves. 2,487,213 

„ .. ..Free . 386.216 

Total Coloured Persons .. 

Tc>I'.t P 8 ?HL.\TI 05 . 


{(^Besides the above number, th^ire are tens of thoosacds 
South .4mer,ca. 


14,! 89,1 OS 


2,873,-..^ 


17,062,567 


of SUves is 














